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To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


THE MANAGEMENT OF SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS. ° 


ON 


I am a Sunday school teacher, and, as 
[am a constant reader of your valua- 
ble work, I have often wished that some 
portion of it were set apart for the 
insertion of essays on the subject of 
Sunday schoot instruction—a subject, 
in my humble opinion, of as much im- 
portance as that of preaching. As 
many of your readers are, no doubt, 
like myself, engaged as teachers in 
Sunday schools, I hope you will en- 
deavour, occasionally, to insert an es- 
say On the subject, pointing out the 
most eligible mode of conducting such 
establishments. 

I reside, Mr. Editor, not far from the 
metropolis. I have visited several of 
the Sunday schools which are there 
established, and find several different 
methods pursued in their management. 
Now, sir, I am a plain man, and do 
not wish to puzzle my brains with an 
argument as to which is the best mode ; 
but I wish to propose one or two que- 
ries, which I hope you, or some of 
your able correspondents, who are prac- 
tically acquainted with the subject, 
will answer for my satisfaction. 

I wish, in the first place, to inquire, 
is it for the interest of a Sunday school, 
that the scholars should always be con- 
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tinued under the same teacher? If 
this question be decided in the affirma- 
tive, it will, 1 presume, be considered 
necessary that the instruction of a class 
should be varied, as often as the scholars 
have completed a course of study.— 
That every scholar in a class should be 
precisely on the same footihg, and stu- 
dying the same lesson, I take for grant- 
ed; because tlie reasonableness and 
necessity of the provision is evident. 

The arguments in favour of the affir- 
mative to this question are, that the 
teachers and scholars become mutually 
attached to each other; and that the 
children will make greater improve- 
ment by being under the instruction of 
one whom they love, and to whom they 
have become attached. It isalso said, 
that the teachers, by being long ac- 
quainted with their scholars, become 
more familiar with their tempers and 
habits, and feel greater interest in their 
welfare and improvement. 

On the other side, it is stated that 
there ought ‘to be a regular gradation 
of classes ; that as the scholars advance 
in learning, they should be raised ‘to 
classes of higher standing, and pursue 
different studies, If the teachers are 
always confined to teaching the same 
branches, they will become better ac- 
quainted with those branches, and of 
course better qualified to teach them. 

Another question which I wish to: 
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propose, is, Are rewards useful in a 
Sunday school? It is contended by 
those who think they are, that no school 
can be kept in so good order without, 
as with, the system of distributing re- 
wards for good behaviour, diligence, 
&e. 

On the other hand, it is said, that 
the system of giving rewards to chil- 
dren excites and brings into action 


those natural, depraved principles of 


the human heart, which it is the object 
of Sunday school instruction to dis- 
countenance and suppress. It should 
be the object of Sunday school teach- 
ers to stimulate their scholars to the 
due performance of their duty, by other 
than worldly motives ;—by the satis- 
faction which will necessarily be pro- 
duced in their own consciences; by 
the approbation of their friends ; and, 
aboye all, the approbation of their 
God. These, it is said, are the mo- 
tives to action which Sunday school 
teachers should hold out to the children 
committed to their care; to which 
may also be added, another induce- 
ment, which often has great influence 
upon the minds of children; the con- 
sideration, that the greater the progress 
they make in their studies, the greater 
will the benefit be to them in after life. 
They should be tanght, that they are 
destined one day to fill i important places 
in society; and that, in order to their 
filling those places with credit to them- 
selves, and® usefulness to others, they 
roust be diligent, while they are young, 

in learning those things which will be 
of use to them in the ‘stations to which 
they may hereafler be. called. They 


should be excited, not by the desire of 


excelling their fellows, but by that holy 
emulation which will lead them to press 
forward till they attain to the possession 
of all the learning which it is possible 
for ibem to acquire. | This point, being 
within the reach of every one, may be 
aspired to, without any reference to 
the exertions of their fellow scholars, 
and without being stimulated by a de- 
sire to excel] them. 
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A third question, on which I wish 
receive. information, is, how far 
Madras system, or system of mutu 
instruction, can be introduced with ad 
vantage into Sunday schools. We 
the only, or indeed the principal objec 
of Sunday school instruction, ‘to kee 
the children in order, | should have 
hesitation in saying that this syste 
would be decidedly the best whi 
eould be adopted, But as the princi 
pal objects of Sunday schoois are t 
impart religious instruction, I think the 
introduction of this system would no 
be productive of much advantage. B 
I state the question for the purpose 
receiving instruction on the subject; 
not for giving my own opinion. 

One more question, and I have done 
Ought corporal punishment, in any case 
to be resorted to in a Sundaysschool ? |i 
not, how should refractory and disobe 
dient scholars be punished ? 

If you, sir, or any of your corres 
pondents, will give satisfactory answer 
to these questions, | shall be much 
gratified. I may, hereafter, trouble 
yeu with some further yemmarks: should 
you think the present of sufficient con- 
sequence to merit a place in your valu- 
able work. 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, 


a 


An Earnest Persuasive to the frequent 
receiving of the Holy Communion. 
Supposed to have been written by 
the late Bishop Seabury. 

Breturen, beloved in Christ,—The ti- 

tle has informed you, that my design isto 

address you on ‘the subject of frequent 
communion in the holy eucharist, or 
sacrament of the body and blood of 

Christ, commonly called the Lord’s 

supper.. The subject is an important 

one, and claims your serious attention: 
and the great neglect of the duty re- 
quires plainness of speech, and free- 
dom of admonition on my part. I have, 
therefore, to request, that you will 
carefully read and -consider what is 
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re addressed to you, and bear pa- 
pily that plain dealing which pro- 
seds only from a desire to stir you up 
» the practice of a duty, which I sup- 
ose an indispensable one, and in the 
eglect of which, you live in a constant 
ate of sin against your God. 

“Sin,” said the apostle, ‘‘ is the 
ansgression of the law.”* The will 
pf God, when made known to us, is bis 
aw to us, and binds us in all cases 
hatsoever. Nothing is sinful any fur- 
her than it is contrary to God's will; 
nd every thing is sinful in the same 
legree that it is contrary to his will: 
or to contradict the will of God con- 
stitutes the nature and essence of sin. 

The will of God is made known to 
s by revelation, and is declared in the 
holy bible, which is intended by God 
o be the standard of our faith and 
practice, that we may know, at all 
times, what he requires us to believe 
and do. 

Some of God’s commands are pro- 
hibitory, i. e.. they forbid us to do cer- 
tain things because’ they are contrary 
to his will:-and they are contrary to 
his will, because, as far as we can 
judge, they are destructive of our own 








happiness, and of the happiness of 


others. Other commands are positive, 
requiring us to do certain things in 
obedience to God. In many instances 
we can perceive that what God com- 
mands is conducive to our welfare, and 
to the welfare of others, and reason will 
teach us to believe, all God’s commands 
proceed from the same benevolent prin- 
ciple—a desire of doing us good, though 
our blindness may not perceive it. 
However, the essence of all sin con- 
sisting 4n acting contrary to the will of 
God, there must be the same sin and 
danger i in neglecting to do what God 
commands, as in doing what he forbids. 
In either case, we transgress the will or 
law of God, and commit sin; and, whe- 
ther it be by wilfully doing what God 
has forbidden, or wilfully omjtting what 
he has commanded, we equally trans- 


*i John mi. 4, 
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gress his law, -and are equally guilty 
in his sight. 

‘That Christ declared the will of God, 
and that whatever he commanded is the 
command or law of God, must be own- 
ed by all who acknowledge his divinity, 
indeed by all who acknowledge he 
acted by divine authority. Now, he 
gave no command more positive than 
the one relating to the holy ordinance 
of which I am treating. The institu- 
tion is as solemn as it possibly can be, 
and was made at the commencement of 
the most solemn period of his ministry 
onearth. ‘The injunction on his apos- 
tles tou do as he had done, and thereby 
keep up the memorial be appointed, is 
as absolute as any command that ever 
was given.* 

From the account the holy evange- 
lists have left us, the universal and 
perpetual obligation of this command 
is very apparent. It is true, it does not 
appear there were any persons present 
at the institution, besides the aposties ; 
but this will furnish no argument against 
the universal obligation all Christians 
are under to comply with it. They 
are all as much interested in it as the 
apostles were. Christ died equally for 
us, and for all Christians, as he did for 
the apostles. We, therefore, and all 
Christians, are as much obliged to re- 
gard the institution as the apostles 
were. Nothing in the institution pecu- 
liarly related to them, except the power 
of administration. By the command, 
‘¢ Do this in wemembrance of me,” they 
were empowered and obliged to ad- 
minister the holy ordinance ; and, con- 
sequently, Christians were obliged to 
receive it; for unless they did receive 
it, the apostles could not administer it. 

That the apostles were, by our Sa- 
viour’s command, obliged to this admin- 
istration, appears from the institution 
compared with the command. For the 
command, ‘“* This do in remembrance 
of me,” relates not barely to eating 
bread and drinking wine in remem- 


* Matt. xxvi. 26. Mark xiv. 22. Lwke 
xxii. 19. 
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brance of Christ, as the Socinians teach, 
and some ill-informed Christians sup- 
pose, but to the whole transaction, By 
it the apostles were enjoined, when 
they administered the holy communion, 
to do as Christ then did—take bread 
and break it, and offer it up to God, 
by thanksgiving and prayer, consecrat- 
ing it to be his mystical body, the me- 
morial or representative of that body 
which Christ, in the institution, willing- 
ly offered up and devoted to God, a 
sacrifice and propitiation for the sin of 
the world, and which, in consequence 
of his offering, was soon after slain upon 
the cross for our redemption—the body 
of Christ in virtue and efficacy. They 
were then to distribute it to the Chris- 
tians who attended the holy solemnity, 
as Christ distributed ittothem. Like- 
wise. they were to take the cup, and 
offer it up to God, by prayer, thanks- 
giving, and blessing, consecrating it to 
be the sacramental blood of Christ—the 
representative or memorial of his blood, 
which Christ devoted to God to be shed 
for sin the blood of Christ, in virtue 
and efficacy, to all worthy receivers. 
They were then to give it to all the 
Christians present, to drink of it in re- 
metnbrance, or fora memorial of Christ. 
So that all they who received the sa. 
cramental body and blood, i. e. the 
bread and wine, thus blessed and con- 
secrated, by Christ’s authorized minis- 
ter, with true penitence and faith, 
might, at the same time, receive in a 
Spiritual and mysterious manner, the 
life-giving body and blood of Christ, 
i.e. all the benefits of his passion, 
death, and resurrection. 

This memorial, | say, the apostles 
were obligéd to make in obedience to 
their Lord’s command. And the Chris- 
tians of their time were, of course, 
obliged to communicate with them, or 
their Lord’s command could not be ful- 
filled. 

As it appears that the very institu- 
tion of the boly eucharist laid an obli- 
gation upon the apostles to administer, 
and upon all Christians of their time to 
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communicate with them in the celebra. 
tion of it ; so a little reflection will con. 
vince us, that the same obligation lay 
upon their successors, the bishops of the 
Christian church, and upon all duly 
authorized by them, and upon all Chris. 
tians of every period, from their days 
to ours, to make the same holy memo. 
rial of his blessed body and _ blood 
which Christ commanded. The com. 
mand of Christ, ** This do in remem. 
brance of me,” has no limit of time 
annexed to it. It must, therefore, con- 
tinue in force till he who gave shall 
repeal it. We are as much interested 
in the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and, 
therefore, as muchobliged to commemo- 
rate it, as the first Christians were, 
We need the benefits of his redemption 
as much as they did. It must, there. 
fore, be as much our duty to commemo: 
rate his sacrifice for sin, in the way he 
appointed, as it was theirs; that, receiv- 
ing his blessed body and blood in the 
holy communion, we may be made 
partakers of all the benefits of his death. 
Was there any doubt of this matter, the 
authority of St. Paul would fully re- 
move it. ‘* As oft as ye eat this bread 
and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord’s death till he come.”* Ye do 
represent, set forth, exhibit, the Lord’s 
death, till he come, at the end of the 
world, to judge the quick and the dead, 
according to his most true promise to 
his apostles: “‘If 1 go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to myself.’ 

In this sense the early Christians un- 
derstood their Lord’s command. And 


* Or, show ye the Lord’s death till he 
come. Probably there is an allusion to the 
show bread—the bread of the presence, or 
bread of represemtation, under the economy 
of the law; that, as that pointed to the 
true, (not figurative) bread, the bread of 
God which should come down from heaven 
to be given for the life of the world, even 
Christ Jesus; so the show bread under the 
gospel, the eucharistick bread and wine, 
points to the same Lord Jesus Christ al- 
ready come. 


t John -xiv. 3. 
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so strong 4 sense had they of their 
duty to commemorate their Redeemer’s 
love in dying for them, that they never 
assembled for divine worship, but the 
holy eucharist made a principal part 
of the solemnity : nor was it till the 
love of Christians abated, and their 
faith declined, that the memorial of 
Christ’s death came to be celebrated 
only on particular occasions. 

Consider these things, and let your 
own consciences determine, whether 
your neglect of the holy communion 
can be justified on any principles of 
Christianity or reason? Whenever you 
compare your conduct with Christ's 
command, sure I am, your own hearts 
must condemn you. Remember then, 
“God is greater than your heart, and 
knoweth all things.”* It is not so 
much with me, as with your God, you 
have this matter to settle ; and did you 
attend to it, you would make no more 
excuses, but immediately prepare your- 
selves to become worthy guests at God’s 
table. 

It is to be feared there are some who 
tever think enough of the subject to 
make excuses about it. To these I 
have nothing to say at present. Till 
they come to a better mind, they will 
give no attention, and till they do, no 
reason or persuasion can take any hold 
ofthem. I flatter myself there are few, 
Ihope none, among you in so hopeless 
a condition. Most people intend to 
consider the subject of religion some 
time or other, and to make up for all 
deficiencies by their after diligence. 
The misfortune is, this some time or 
other is long in coming; and there is 
danger lest it never come at all. Neg- 
ligence, and indisposition to reflection, 
and attachment to the world, and ,the 
lust of sensuai pleasure, by continuance 
grows stronger, and death closes the 
Scene, before any resolutions of the 
may amendment are carried into ef- 

ct. 


The great excuse for net coming to 


* 1 Joho iii. 20. 
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the communion, and to which all others, 
where there is any hope of doing geod, 
may be referred, is that of unworthiness. 
And it is probable, a sense of their 
deficiencies, and a strong apprehension 
of the sin of unworthy receiving, keep 
more well disposed people from the 
communion than any other reason. Let 
such well disposed people consider the 
danger of disobeying God, as well as 
the danger of unworthy receiving. By 
refusing to communicate, they sin 
against God’s positive law; but by 
communicating, it is not certain they 
would incur the guilt of unworthy re- 
ceiving; for with some tender con- 
sciences, there is more of apprehension 
than reality in the case. And why 
should any one keep himself in such a 
state as that he must sin against God, 
either by disobeying his positive law, 
or by unworthy attendance upon his 
ordinance? Why does he not rather 
repent of his unworthiness, ant amend 
his life? God is ready to bless his 
efforts, if they be sincere, and to accept 
his penitence. 

It is to be regretted that the word 
damnation is used by our translators, 
in rendering a passage of St. Paul to 
the Corinthians ;* for that seems to be 
the occasion of the great terrour of un- 
worthy receiving. The literal meaning 
of the word is judgment, and it is so ren- 
dered in the margin of our bible; and 
had it been in the text, ‘‘ Me that eat- 
eth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh judgment to himself,” it would 
have prevented much uneasiness to 
many pious- people. That St. Paul 


used the word here to express tempora! . 


judgments, and not eternal damnation, 
appears from the next verse: ‘ For 
this cause’"—on account of this unwor- 
thy receiving—‘“ many are weak and 
sickly among you, and mapy sleep”— 
are dead. He then observes, that the 
way to avoid these judgments was, to 
judge ourselves, and amend our lives, 
and then ‘we should not be judged’’— 


* 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
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the judgments of God, sickness and 
premature death, would not be inflicted 
on us. 
giving up the thoughts of receiving the 
communion, lest by their unworthiness 
they should bring God’s judgments on 
them. The obligation to communicate 
he supposed still remained, and he ex- 
horts them to repentance and amend- 
ment, that they might communicate 
worthily. He makes another observa- 
tion, viz..that those judgments were the 
chastisements of the Lord, sent to re- 
claim them, and bring them to re- 

ntance and a better mind, that they 
might ‘‘ not be condemned with the 
world.” 

It is, however, certain, there was 
some great unworthiness among the 
Corinthians, which St. Paul condemned, 
and on account of which, God’s judg- 
ments were inflicted on them; and he 
seems to have pretty clearly pointed it 
out. 

The first converts to Christianity 
being Jews, and having a strong attach- 
ment to their own religious customs, 
they carried some of them into the 
Christian church, On many occasions 
it was their custom, and their law re- 
quired it, to have a feast upon the 
sacrifice, and all who ate of it were 
supposed to have an interest in its efli- 
cacy. Their annual passover, particu- 
larly, was a feast of this kind ; and as 
our Saviouf had instituted the holy 
communion at the conclusion of this 
feast, consecrating the paschal bread 
and the cup of blessing, as it was called, 
to be the memorials of his body and 
blood, the apostles and first Christians 
carried the custom into the Christian 
church of accompanying the Christian 
sacrifice of bread and wine with a feast. 
This feast was called, the feast of love. 
To it the nigh and poor brought their 
provisions, and ate them together. at a 
common table, in token of their mutual 
good will and affection, of their fellow- 
ship, and unity in Christ’s religion, 
and of their belief that the benefits of 
Christ’s death were not restrained by 
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any consideration of bond or free, high 
or low, rich or poor.* 

However well calculated these love 
feasts which accompanied the Lord’s 
supper were, to promote and secure 
Christian charity and unity, at Corinth 
they were perverted. The rich des. 
pised the poor; the powerful those be- 
neath them. They waited not till the 
brethren were come together, but they 
who came first ate their own supper by 
themselves. The rich, who could pro- 
vide plenty of delicate food, ate and 
drank to excess; while the poor, who 
could bring little or nothing, not being 
permitted to partake with the rich, 
went away hungry from a feast of cha- 
rity. At such disorderly feasts the holy 
supper was celebrated among them. 

This is the conduct which St. Paul 
so frequently censures, as any one may 
satisfy himself by reading carefully his 
discourse upon the subject.{ He af- 
firms, that such disorderly celebration 
of the communion was not to eat the 
Lord’s supper, but to profane it ; and 
directs them whe were hungry to eat at 
home, and not make the church a scene 
of disorder and riot by their excess, 
nor their love feasts an occasi6n of pride 
and insolence, by despising and putting 
to shame the poor, unprovided mem- 
bers of the congregation, whose hunger 
ought, at least at their love feasts, to 
be relieved by the rich, To convince 
them of the impropriety of their con- 
duct, and reclaim them toa decent and 
worthy behaviour, he then sets before 


* Where the Christians had all things in 
common, as at Jerusalem, it is probable the 
love feasts were provided out of the common 
stock. And in other places they may have 
been furnished from what was given at the 
offertory ; which offerings, in those early ages, 
were called the devotions of the faithful, from 
the Latia word devoveo, to consecrate or derote, 
because those offerings were consecrated or 
devoted to God. It is true, since the duty 
of communicating at the holy table has be- 
come less the practice, prayer has peculiarly 
obtained the name of devotion, though iti 
so only in a secondary sense. 


t 1 Cor. xi, 17, &c. to the end. 
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them the solenin institution of the holy 
ordinance, as he had received it by 
revelation from Christ himself. And 
the force of the apostle’s argument 
seems to be, that Christ distributed the 
sacramental elements equally to all the 
apostles, in token that he devoted bim- 
self to death equally for them all, and 
directed them to eat of it at one table 
in remembrance of, and as a memorial 
befure God of his love to them all, and 
in token of their mutual love and union. 
For the Corinthians, therefore, to ex- 
clude the poor for whom Christ equally 
died, to whom the sacred symbols 
of his body and blood were equally 
distributed, frbm a due share in their 
feast of love, without supplying their 
hunger with necessary bread, was so 
far from worthily eating the Lord’s 
supper, that it was not even to discern 
the Lord’s body, i. e. it put no differ- 
ence, made no distinction, between the 
Lord’s supper and a common meal ; at 
least, did not sanctify the Lord’s body— 
treat it as a holy, but common tbing.* 
This was the unworthiness which the 
apostle censured in the Corinthians, 
and this—the not discerning the Lord’s 
body—which, he says, caused the judg- 
ments of God, sickness and death, to 
come upon them. 

Ihave been the more particular in 
this matter to convince you, that in the 
church to which we belong, all oppor- 
tunity of incurring that unworthiness, 
which the apostle censured in the Co- 
rinthians, is precluded. f 

It may, I know, be said, and said 


justly, that though all opportunity of 


incurring that unworthiness, which St. 
Paul condemned in the Corinthians, be 


cut off, by the abolition of the love * 


feasts, yet there may be people in such 
a state as makes them really unworthy 


M4 See Hammond, Whitby, Locke, upon the 
ce, ql 

+ The disorders attending the love feasts at 
Corinth, and in other places, became too 
great to be restrained ; they were therefore 
abolished by the church. Though possibly 


they continued longer in some places than 
others 
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to partake in the holy communion. fF — 
readily own too, that a oe who ap- 
proaches the holy table without due 
reverence and devotion, without con- 
sidering the dignity of the holy myste- 
ry, and the difference between receiv- 
ing the body and blood of the Lord, 
and eating and drinking common bread 
and wine, does not receive the Lord’s 
body—is guilty of the body and blood 
of Christ—and is in danger of bringing 
God’s judgments upon him by his un- 
worthy receiving. But, I repeat it, 
there is no reason why he should con- 
tinue in this evil state, but what comes 
from himself. Let him judge himself 
by the rule of God’s commandments, 
and see wherein he has done amiss. 
Let him compare his sentiments of the 
holy communion, with our Saviour’s 
institation, and with the doctrines of 
the church, and correct his unworthy 
notions. Let him be instant in prayer 
to God for the gift of his grace and 
Holy Spirit. Let him deny his evil 
propensities, and mortify his vicious 
appetites; and in this way. prepare 
himself to do honour to Godby obey- 
ingis commaitd. 

But to treat of this subject of general 


‘unworthiness a little more particularly. 


The qualifications requisite to make a 
worthy communicant, and to make an 
adult a worthy subject of bapiism, as 
far as | can see, are the same. They 
who have kept their baptism undefiled 
are, undoubtedly, always fit toapproach 
the Christian altar. More knowledge 
may be requisite to the communion 
than to baptism; in other respects the 
qualifications are the same. 

That habits and gross acts of sin, 
render a person unworthy to commupi- 
cate, there can be no doubt. There is 
as little doubt, that the same state ren- 
ders him unfit to pray, or to do any 
act of religion, acceptably to God. I 
will go further, and say, that it would 
be a profanation of the holy communion, 
for him, while in this state, to come to 
it. And it would be so far from doing 
him good, that it would do him hurt, by 
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hardening the heart in impenitency. 


And is not this as.true of prayer as of 


the holy communion? Is it not a pro- 
fanation of God’s name to pray to him, 
while we wilfully live in the habits, or 
practice of known sin, without any de- 
sign or desire of becoming better? In 


this state every prayer is an act of 


hypocrisy, and hardens the heart against 
the impressions of God’s Spirit. There- 
fore it is, that ‘‘ the sacrifice of the 
wicked,” and the “‘ prayer” of him 
‘* that turneth away his ear from hear- 
ing the law”—that refuseth to obey the 
commandments of God—*‘are an abomi- 
nation to the Lord.”* 

But should such a person have any 
desire to become better—any wish to 
get rid of the slavery and guilt of sin— 
as such a desire and wish must come 
from God, so the only effectual means 
of bringing them to good effect is, con- 
stant and earnest prayer to God for the 
support of his Holy Spirit, carefully to 
do his duty according to his best know- 
jedge and ability, and steadily to avoid 
all occasions of sin. In this way bis 
good desires would be encouraged, his 
resolutions of amendment strengtheped, 
his love of God increased, habits of 
virtue and holiness formed and confirm- 
ed, while those of sin and vice would 
decline and die away. His prayers 
would no longer be an abomination, 
but highly acceptable to God. And 
%e would then too become a worthy 
guest at the Lord’s table, where, receiv- 
ing the outward elements with true 
penitence and faith, he would also re- 
ceive the precious body and blood of 
Christ, ‘‘ to his great and endless com- 
fort.” For the holy communion is, at 


least, as great an instrument of holy* 


living as prayer, and the efficacy of 
both, on our part, rests on the same cir- 
cumstances—penitence and faith: the 
former denoting our conversion or de- 
parture from sin, the latter our reliance 
upon God, and trust in his mercy and 
goodness. Should I go further, and 


say that prayers, offered up at the altar, 
* Prov. xv. 3. and xxviii. 9. 
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have more efficacy with God than other 
prayers have, it would be saying no 
more than the universal church has al. 
ways said and taught. 

But though sinful habits, and single 
acts of gross sin, render us unworthy 
to approach God’s table, till repentance 
reconcile us to him, yet sins, as they 
are called, of infirmity, ignorance, sur. 
prise, are not attended with that ma. 
lignity. Our present state subjects uy 
to them. They proceed from that ‘us 
of the flesh, or original corruption 
nature, which, according to the nin 
article of our church, remains even ig 
the regenerate. And though they hay 
in them the nature of sin, being contrary 
to the holiness and purity of God, ye 
by the merciful terms of the Christiay 
covenant, they shall not finally con 
demn us, provided we do not willingly 
live in them, but watch and strive 
against them, humble ourselves befor 
God under the sense of them, pray 
earnestly to him to be delivered frow 
their power by the might of his Spirit, 
and trust to bis mercy, through the 
Redeemer, that he will not impute then 
to us. 

To people who have a lively sense 


‘of their imperfections and failings oj 


this kind, who conscientiously refrain 
from the holy communion, because they 
fear they are not good enough to come 
to it, and who do not make the excu: 
merely for excuse sake, without anj 
intention of ever complying with thei 
duty of frequenting the holy table, 

would propose the following considera 
uuons. 

1. That if they stay till they a 
worthy, in the sense in which the} 
seem to understand it, before they wi 
venture to partake of the sacrament ¢ 
Christ’s body and blood, they wil 
never partake of it at all, but will liv 
all their life, and die at last. in th 
neglect of Christ’s command. Fi 
however they may wish it, they nevé 
will be free from the unwortbiness 
coming short of their duty, from me 
weakness of nature. Every creates 
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being must be imperfect in this sense. 
And did those lapses which proceed 
from infirmity and imperfection render 
us unworthy to partake in the Christian 
sacrifice, no mortal could approach the 
altar without sin. Upon this supposi- 
tion, apostles and martyrs, and the best 
Christians that ever lived, have offend- 
ed in commemorating their Saviour, and 
have sinned even by obeying him. 
They were all men of like passions 
with us, and felt the weaknesses of 
nature as we feel them. Conscious of 
their extreme inability to do any good 
thing without some degree of alloy or 
mixture of sin, they most humbly ac- 
knowledged their unworthiness to per- 
form any of those services which God 
required of them; but their sense of 
duty, and fear of disobeying God, made 
them cheerfully do whatever his law 
required of them, knowing that God 
accepteth of what a man hath, and re- 
quireth not that which he is unable to 
give. The angels themselves, bigh and 
holy as they~are in their nature, seem 
to have some deficiencies of this kind, 
for God, saith Job, charged even them 
with folly.* 

2. That the holy communion is not 
only a commemoration of Christ’s death, 
but a memorial or representation of bis 
sufferings and death, made before the 
almighty Father, to put him in mind of 
the meritorious sacrifice of his blessed 
Son on our behalf. 

Christ’s offering himself up to death, 
and yielding his life for us upon the 
cross, is certainly the most astonishing 
event thatever happened. And when 
we consider the benefits thereby pro- 
cured for us, the pardon of past sin upon 
our repentance, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and the assurance of a heavenly 
inheritance to all who believe in and 
obey him, we must feel that bis sacri- 
fice deserves our grateful remembrance 
above all other events. But to suppose 
that the whole duty and benefit of the 
holy eucharist rests here, is a mistake. 


* Job iv. 18. 
I's ADVOCATE. VOL. II. 
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As we are to commemorate and confess 
Christ before men, and gratefully to 
acknowledge the wonderful works of 
love and mercy he has done for us; so 
we are to make a commemoration or 
memorial of his precious death and 
sacrifice before the almighty Father, 
and plead before him the merits of bis 
dearly beloved Son, dying for the sin of 
the world: not that God will forget, 
unless we refresh his memory ; but be- 
cause, in so doing, we use the means 
that Christ has appointed to convey to 
us the benefits of that sacrifice which 
he offered for sin. To refuse or neglect 
the holy ordinance of the eucharist 
looks as though we had no grateful 
sense of Christ’s love in dying for us; 
or that we did not fully trust to his 
merits for pardon of our sins, the gift 
of the Holy Spixit, and eternal life in 
the kingdom of God. 

3. That the holy eucharist is a cove- 
nanting rite, and by it we keep up 
communion with God. 

By baptism we enter into covenant 
with God: being born of water and the 
Spirit, we are born into Christ’s church, 
and become members of his body.* 
By the holy eucharist, the new life, 
begun in baptism, is nourished, and 
fed, and strengthened. This undoubt- 
edly is the case with those happy per- 
sons who keep their baptism undeiiled. 
But a broken covenant is of no force: 
and when it is our unbappiness to bieak 
our baptismal covenant, and forfeit our 
right to God’s promises, by our sins 
and misdoings, how gracious is God to 
permit us, upon our repentance, again 
to renew it at his holy table! agai to 
repeat our vows of obedience, anc re- 
gain our title to his heavenly proinises ! 

It has ever been the doctrine of the 
universal church, that, as when we 
worthily receive baptism, we obtain 
through Christ remission of all past 
sins,} so when we worthily communi. 
cate at God’s altar, we obtain remis- 


* John iii. v. 1 Cor. vi. 15. 
+ Acts ii. 28. and xxii. 16. 
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sion of all the sins committed since 
baptism. And that it is so, fully ap- 
pears from the holy eucharist’s being 
an act of communion with God. For 
when God’s priest offers up the ele- 
ments of bread and wine upon the holy 
altar, they are thereby made God’s 
property ; and being blessed and sanc- 
tified by prayer and thanksgiving, they 
become, through the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, the body and blood of 
Christ in power and effect.* They 
are then returned by the hand of God’s 
minister, and distributed among the 
communicants as a feast upon the sa- 
crifice: and all who partake of them, 
with true faith and repentance, are fed 
with God’s food, and eat at God’s ta- 
ble ; and are’ thereby assured of his 
favour and goodness towards them, 
and, consequently, must obtain remis- 
sion of all past sin, otherwise they 
could not be in favour with God. Ac- 
cordingly, when our Saviour gave the 
first intimation of this holy institution, 

e expressed himself in terms that im- 
ply not only remission of sins, but all 
other benefits of his passion. ** Whoso 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life, and I will raise him 
up at the last day.”t Behold the 
Christian’s privilege! and consider what 
injury ye do to God, what injustice to 
yourselves, by your wilful neglect of 
the heavenly feast. 

4, That the holy eucharist is one of 
the instituted means of grace and holy 
living —the appointed instrument of con- 
veying the Holy Spirit to us. That 
this is the doctrine of the church ap- 

* This is not to be understood as though 
the elements became, upon consecration, the 
natural body and blood of Christ, as the 
church of Rome affirms. The natural body 
and blood of Christ are in heaven, and not 
here on earth. But they become his re- 
presentative, or sacramental body and blood ; 
of which, whosoever partaketh with due 
repentance and faith, and in the unity of 
his church, receives spiritually all the be- 
nefits of his death and mediation. 

tJohn vi. 54.- See the whole chapter, 
particularly verses 48 to 58. 


pears from her catechism and office 9 
communion. In answer to the question, 
**¢ What are the benefits whereof we ar 
partakers thereby”—by receiving th 
body and blood of Christ in the eucha 
rist—she answers : ‘‘ The strengthenin; 
and refreshing of our souls by the body 
and blood of Christ, as our bodies ar 
by the bread and wine.”” And in on 
of the exhortations to the communion 
she speaks of Christ being given, * no 
only to die for us, but also to be ou 
spiritual food and sustenance in tha 
holy sacrament.” | 

If then you seriously wish to becom 
better Christians, and more worthy wi 
communieate with God at his holy altar 
the most effectual method is, to pre 
pare yourseives for the solemn offic 
by careful examination of your p 
lives ; by settled resolutions to forsakd 
your sins, and live better for the time 
to come ; by mortifying your unrul 
appetites and passions ; by fasting an 
self-denial ; by earnest prayer to God 
that he would give you true repentan 
and his Holy Spirit, to enable you t 
bring your good resolutions to a happ 
issue; and then to goto the holy altat 
humbly and firmly trusting, that God 
will accept you and bless you, and sed 
to you the remission of your sins; 
that he will impart to you the inestima 
ble blessing of his Holy Spirit, anf 
make you partakers of all the benefit 
of Christ’s redemption. 

To me it is, and to all good Chris- 
tians it must be, an afflicting circum 
stance, in congregations who seem t 
have a serious sense of religion, and oi 
their duty to frequent the worship 0 
God, and who apparently join with 
devotion in the common service of the 
church, to see so few who act as though 
they really believed the religion they 
profess. For when people turn from 
the highest act of Christian worship, 
and refuse to commemorate the love o! 
their Saviour, in dying for them, by 
communicating at the holy table in the 
unity of his church, how is it to be 
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known that they are Christians, beyond 
the mere profession ? 

Most of you, I trust, would undergo 
great uneasiness, should your children, 
through your fault, die without baptism. 
But to receive baptism is not a more 
express command of Christ than to re- 
ceive the holy communion ; and why 
there should be more solicitude about 
the one than the other, | cannot con- 
ceive. Itis just as necessary that the 
new life we receive in baptism should 
be continued, as that it should be be- 
igun. Now all life must be continued 
by the use of such food as is proper to 
wit; the natural life by natural food ; 
‘the spiritual life by that whieh is spiri- 
tual. God has provided and ordain- 
ed the food of this world for the sup- 
port of our natural life; and he has 
provided and ordained food in his 
imam church for the support of our spiritual 
life. If we refuse this food held out to 
(us in the holy communion, we deprive 
ourselves of our spiritual sustenance, 
and leave thé soul to famish, just as the 
body would famish without the nourish- 
ment of bodily food. To complain, 
therefore, of your weakness and un- 
worthiness, while you neglect the means 
God has appointed to increase your 
spiritual strength, and all holy and 
Christian tempers and graces, is as un- 
fair and uncandid, as for a man to com- 
plain ef a weak and sickly habit of 
body, while he wilfully refuses the 
food that is necessary to his bodily 
health. 

And, what account can you give to 
God for the abuse or neglect of the 
means of grace and holy living, which 
he has appointed and required you to 
use? You must not plead weakness, 
for you refuse to be strengthened ; nor 
unworthiness, for you reject the most 
powerful means of becoming better. 
In any thing but religion, the absurdity 
of such a conduct would not escape 
pe censure. And why it should not 

condemned in religious” matters as 
much as in any other, I see not. Re- 
ligion is of more importance to you than 
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any worldly business can be, and ought 
more sensibly to affect you. 

The sick man, who complains of his 
aches and pains, and who laments his 
misfortune in being obliged to bear 
such a load of misery and disease as 
must shortly put a period to his life, 
and yet obstinately refuses all the re- 
medies which can alleviate his distress, 
and restore him to health, because they 
are bitter, or not exactly suited to his 
taste, becomes the object of our com- 
passion ; we pity his unreasonable and 
foolish conduct. Is then his conduct 
more reasonable, who complains of his 
spiritual maladies, confesses ‘‘ there is 
no health in him,” laments his unwor- 
thiness and weakness, and bemoans bis 
deficiencies in Christian virtue, and yet 
refuses the means God has directed to 
cure the diseases of the soul, to strength- 
en the weakness of nature, and make 
him partaker of the worthiness of his 
own beloved Son, because the process 
is disagreeable to his sensual nature ? 

Could you flatter yourselves with the 
opinion that you are as good as you 
need be—as good, and pious, and holy, 
as God requires you to be—it would 
be unreasonable in me to wish any 
alteration in your conduct. But when 
I compare your behaviour in respect to 
the holy communion, with Christ’s po- 
sitive command, ‘* This do in remem- 
brance of me,”’ and see you live in the 
open violation of it, | cannot but be 
anxious for you, and anxious for myself 
too, lest my remissness should encou- 
rage you in a conduct so irreconcileable 
with the word of God, and the direction 
of his church. And as nothing but a 
regard tomy duty, and an earnest de- 
sire to do you good in your most essen- 
tial interest, could have drawn these 
free expostulations from me; so 1 beg 
you will receive this address as the 
effort of a heart disposed to do you 
every service, that wishes to lead you 
to the embraces of the God of love, to 
the arms of the blessed Redeemer, and 
to the consolations of the Holy Spirit of 


peace. 
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If what I have said be agreeable to 
the truth and nature of our holy reli- 
gion, your own good sense will enable 
you to see how indispensably necessary 
your attendance at the holy altar is, to 
keep up your union with Christ, and 
through him with the Father. For how 
can’you be living members of Christ's 
body, without partaking of that nou- 
rishment by which the whole body is 
fed and keptalive? And you will, at 
the same time, see the necessity of 
your communicating frequently, even 
as frequently as God shall bless you 
with the opportunity. The cravings 
of natural hunger make you impatient 
til] it is appeased with food ; and the 
health of the body requires that this 
food be supplied several times in a day. 
Faith is the hunger—the earnest desire 
of the soul. They who are blessed 
with it will hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, i. e. obedience to God. 
They need no exhortation; for they 
will bless God for, and giadly embrace, 
every opportunity of testifying their 
ready obedience to a command from 
which they receive such large supplies 
of grace and consolation. 

In the cathedral and collegiate church- 
es in England, all the clergy are direct- 
ed to communicate every Sunday at 
the least, except they have a reasonable 
catise to the contrary.* And in the 
communion office she directs the proper 
prefaces to be used for several days 
together; uponChristmas-day, and seven 
days alter; upon Easter-day, and seven 
days after; upon Ascension-day, and 
seven days after; and upon Whit- 
Sunday, and six days after. It is evi- 
dent it was her intention that the 
communion should be administered on 
all these days; and I believe it is done 
in all the cathedral and collegiate 
churches. 

The general practice in this country 
isto have monthly communions ; and I 
bless God the holy ordinance is so 
often administered. Yet when I con- 


* The rubricks after the communion office, 


sider its importance, both on account 
of the positive command of Christ, and 
of the many and great benefits we re. 
ceive from it, [ cannot but regret that 
it does not make a part of every Sun. 
day’s solemnity. That it was the 
principal part of the daily worship of 
the primitive Christians, all the early 
accounts inform us. And it seems pro. 
bable from the Acts of the apostles, 
that the Christians came together, in 
their religicus meetings, chiefly for its 
celebration.* And the ancient writer 
generally interpret the petition in ou 
Lord’s prayer, “* Give us this day,” 
or day by day, “‘ our daily bread,” of 
the spiritual food in the holy eucharist. 
Why daily nourishment should not be as 
necessary to our souls as to our bodies, 
no -good reason can be given. 

If the holy communion was steadily 
administered whenever there is an epis- 
tle and gospel appointed, which seems 
to have been the original intention—er 
was it on every Sunday—lI cannot 
help thinking, that it would revive the 
esteem and reverence Christians once 
had for it, and would show its good 
effects in their lives and conversations. 
I hope the time will come when this 
pious and Christian practice may be 
renewed. And whenever it shall please 
God to inspire the hearts of the com- 
municants of any eongiregregation with 
a wish ta, have it renewed, I flatter 
myself, they will find a ready disposi- 
tion in their minister to forward their 
pious desire. 

In the mean time, let me_ beseech 
you to make good use of the opportu- 
nities you have ; and let nothing but real 
necessity keep you from the heavenly 
banquet, when you have it in your 
power to partake of it. 

May the consideration of this subject 
have its proper effect upon every one 
of you! And the God of peace ‘be 
with you, ‘‘ make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will,”’t keep 


* Acts ii. 42, 46. xx. 7, 
+ Heb. xiii. 21. 
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. «1 the unity of his church, and in 
md of peace, and in all righteous- 
f life, guide you by his Spirit 
rh this world, and receive you to 
, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
I. 


F 
All glory to God. 


—— 


SERMON.—No. XIII. 


OBJECTIONS TO THE DAILY PUBLICK WOR- 
SHIP OF GOD CONSIDERED. 


Psacm cxlv. 2. Every day will I bless 
thee, and I will praise thy name for 
ever and ever. 


Iv a former discourse from these words, 
my Christian brethren, your attention 
was called to the propriety and utility 
of the daily worship of God. It was 
shown, that the temple service, by the 
divine command, was a daily service ; 
that it was attended by the devout and 
pious worshippers of God under the 
law; by our Saviour while he.was on 
earth, and by his disciples after he had 
left them, until the destruction of the 
commonwealth; that from the Jewish 
church the practice passed into the 
Christian; that it was usual with the 
first Christians, not only to meet for 
daily prayer, but also to receive the 
communion daily, the petition in the 
Lord’s prayer, ‘* Give us this day our 
daily bread,” being understood as in- 


svolving the request, that they might 


every day receive the Lord’s supper ; 
that the practice was continued, in every 
part of the church, till the reforma- 
tion; that, since that event, most of 
the reformed churches retain it ; that it 
exists in the church of England; and 
that the only reason, which can be as- 
signed for its discontinuance here, has 
arisen from the unhappy disputes which 
have so distracted the Christian com- 
munity. - 

It was shown that the practice of 
daily publick worship, is one of the 
highest utility ; that it premotes the 
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habit of prayer, which is so necessary 
to the formation of the Christian cha- 
racter; that it produces an intimate 
knowledge of the holy scriptures,which, 
as we are assured by the apostle, are 
able to make us wise unto salvation ; 
that it is a continual preparation for 
the more solemn discharge of our du- 
ties on the Lord’s day, and especially 
the reception of the holy communion ; 
and what is of still higher moment, that 
it keeps our souls in a state of habitual 
readiness for death, and admission into 
heaven, the importance of which will 
be visible to every one who reflects 
that we know not what a day may 
bring forth, and that the worship of 
heaven is described as publick and 
perpetual, Unless, then, we acquire 
a taste for devotion in this life, how 
can we enjoy it in the life to come. 
If our souls are wearied with thé few 
hours of prayer on earth, how can they 
be prepared to join in the eternal ac- 
clamations of those who ‘“ rest not day 
and night, saying Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God almighty, which was, and is, and 
is to come !” 

From all these reasons for the daily 
worship of God in publick, the conclu- 
sion was drawn, that Christians surely 
ought not to neglect the few opportu- 
nities for publick worship, which are 
all that the existing state of things in 
this country has rendered practicable. 
The Wednesdays and Fridays in Lent, 
and the same days at other seasons 
preparatory to the sacrament, the whole 
of that solemn week in which our Lord 
was betrayed and crucified, and the 
several fasts and festivals, form an ag- 
gregate of about sixty-seven hours in 
the year! How numerous are the 
hours which are spent in the service of 
the world! How few the hours which 
the Christian has an opportunity of 
spending in the publick worship of his 
Maker! Shall then even these few 
hours be disregarded ! 

These reasons, my Christian friends, 
appear to me to carry so much weight 
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with them, that I cannot but wonder 
how serious persons can suffer them- 
selves to neglect the publick worship of 
God. But it is always easier to find 
excuses and objections, than it is to 
practise a duty. An unwillingness to 
do what we know to be right, consti- 
tutes the corruption of our nature. 

I. There seems to be a latent, if not 
an avowed persuasion in the minds of 
many persons, that we are under no 
obligation to worship God, in publick, 
on any other day than Sunday. Man 
considers it as meritorious, if he devotes 
one day in seven to the worship of his 
Maker ; and if he be careful to attend 
both morning and evening, and does 
not suffer an inclement sky, or a slight 
indisposition, to prevent his going to 
the sanctuary, he regards himself as a 
strict observer of the will of God. 

But, my brethren, the observance of 
the Sabbath among the Jews was much 
more rigorous than that of the Lord’s 
day among Christians. If, then, the 
appointment of the Sabbath was intend- 
ad to exclude publick worship on other 
days of the week, why did God appoint 
a daily worship for the temple ? Should 
it be said that this was a Jewish insti- 
tution, and, therefore, is not binding 
upon Christians, it may be replied, that 
the,argument proves too much. The 
observance of daily worship is no more 
a Jewish institution than the Sabbath 
itself. What reason can be assigned, 
why Jews should be required to wor- 
ship oftener than Christians? Or, to 
put the question in a juster form, why 
was it more necessary for the church 
of God to offer daily worship before 
the coming of our Saviour, than it is 
since his coming? ‘The object of their 
worship was the same as ours. The 
terms on which their worship was ac- 
cepted, were the same. They had 
no more wants and weaknesses than 
have we; and, as it regards thanksgiv- 
ing and praise, we have more abundant 
reason to extol our God and King, and 
bless his holy name, from day to day. 
The only difference between the form 
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of the Jewish worship, and that of | 
Christian, is this, that theirs was d 
signed to prepare the way for the fi 
coming of our Saviour, as well as 
second; whereas, Christ being mm 
come, ours is designed to prepare 
way forhis second coming. ‘That pn 
paration consists in the purification; 
our bodies and our souls ; and, for th 
purpose of such improvement, we sta 
in need of continual and daily prayer 
Il. But it may be said, that thi 
daily prayer may be in private, ar 
that, for those who are constant in sud 
devotions, continual publick worship i 
not necessary. On this point, let m 
appeal to the experience of my heare 
Are there any who feel the importane 
of publick worship so much, as_ thos 
who are most constant in the prayers 
the closet? And, on the other band 
are not those who feel the most indif 
ferent about publick worship, the ve 
persons who are most negligent wi 
regard to worship in private? | 
prayer, as in every thing else, the ap 
petite grows with the indulgence ; an 
they who are most devout in secre 
will, with the holy psalmist, feel a deff, 
sire and longing to enter into the cour 
of their God.* It is to be observed 
that no one was more constant, and fre 
quent, and fervent, in private prayer 
than the holy psalmist. In the evening 
in the morning, and at noon, were his 
stated hoursof prayer. What is more, 
his soul was in that happy state, that, 
in the midst of the business, and plea 
sures, and cares, of his high office, hel 


had God always before: him. Not aficee 


blessing came, which was not followed 
by a prayer. Nota temptation wasiiy 
escaped, which did not call forth an 
ejaculation of gratitude. Not asin was 
committed, which did not produce the 
cry for mercy. Not an afiliction was 
suffered, without the instantaneous re- 
membrance, that the Lord, in very 
faithfulness, had caused him to be trou: 
bled. Yet, notwithstanding this high 
degree of perfection, the psalmist neve! 
* Psalm Ixxxiv. 2. 
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of tought of assigning the frequency, or 
aS ihe efficacy, of his private devotions, 
é ings a reason for neglecting the publick 
aS (Worship of God. On the contrary, the 
, Nine always produced a desire for the 
e tiither. In proportion, then, my bre- 
t pefiren, as we imbibe the same spirit, 
ion @hall we derive enjoyment from the same 
or tliources; and when deprived of the 
StamMrivileges of the temple, we shall utter 
rayeii&om our hearts the exclamation of this 
| thilweet singer of Israel, “*‘ How amiable 
>» alfre thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts. 
| SUGMy soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for 
hipiffhe courts of the Lord!”* On the 
et Wupposition, therefore, that the worship 
arene the closet is observed with fidelity 
lanc#ind devotion; that no trifling excuses 
thosf$re made for the omission of this duty ; 
ers hat the Christian bas the love of God 
handMhed abroad in his soul; and that he 
indiifhecomes tenderly alive to every ques- 
velmion which concerns his conscience ; 
willfhen, we may appeal to him with con- 
ldence, and ask, whether he is not 
© apHhound to let his light shine before men ? 
and#« Whatsoever ye do,”’ says the apostle, 
crew do allto the glory of God.” Is there 
definy way in which the glory of God 
ourt#iran be better promoted than by a pub- 
‘ved@ick and general spirit of devotion? 
1 fre#There can be no other way of promot- 
ng, among men, the glory of God, 
han to set a publick example ourselves, 
of reverence for his hoiy name and 
word. My hearers all know the power 
of example, and especially the exam- 
ple of those who hold eminent statrons 
in society. | Were such persons to be 
iMceen going, regularly, at the hour of 
prayer, to worship God in publick, and 
Waiimaking this a part of the business of 
1 abife, what an effect might they not pro- 
wasHduce upon the habits of society. Every 
one must be aware that men, from their 
social nature, are much governed by 
‘ithe power of sympathy. It is of vast 
importance, therefore, that their sym- 
pathies be properly directed. And the 
more frequently they meet for the pur- 


























* Psalm Ixxxiv. 1, 2. 
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poses of publick worship, the more are 
those sympathies directed towards the 
promotion of God’s honour, and the 
good of their fellow creatures. It is 
impossible that they, who meet every 
day to worship God, can long con- 
tinue enemies to one another; for he 
who loveth Ged will love his brother 
also. 

There is another consideration which 
renders it of the utmost importance 
to unite, as often as possible, in pub- 
lick worship, and that is, that we are 
more likely thereby to obtain God’s 
blessing upon our private prayers. We 
are to remember, that the acceptance 
of the prayers of such sinful beings as 
we are, is an unmerited act of God’s 
mercy; and we can expect nothing 
from his hands but upon the terms 
which he himself prescribes, As, there- 
fore, he requires publick worship, how 
can we expect to have our private 
prayers answered, unless we obey his 
will. ‘‘ Where two or three,” says 
our Saviour, ‘‘ are gathered together 
ig my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.”* This is a promise peculiar 
to publick worship. Our divine Sa- 
viour is present with us, though invisi- 
ble. He is present with us to receive 
our prayers; and he intercedes for us 
at the throne of God. It is a thought, 
my brethren, full of comfort, that every 
time we assemble in this place, our 
Saviour is in the midstofus. Shall we 
then, by our own negligence, be de- 
prived of so great a privilege ! 

lif. The most formidable objection 
to the daily attendance upon the ser- 
vices of the sanctuary, remains to be 
considered. We are all engaged in 
the daily avocations of life. Few per- 
sons are so wealthy as to be placed 
beyond the necessity of daily labour, 
of some kind or other, for the support 
of themselves and their families. An 
intermission of these labours, at the 
hours of prayer, would oftentimes be 
the occasion of serious losses in busi- 


* St. Matthow xviii, 20. 
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ness. It is our duty to provide for our 
own household ; and he who does it 
not is pronounced, by the apostle, to 
have “ denied the faith, and to be 
worse than an infidel.” I have en- 
deavoured, my bretbren, to set forth 
this objection in the strongest light, that 
it may be examined with the greater 
care. 

In the first place, it is to be observed, 
that this plea cannot be urged by those 
who are so wealthy as to be removed 
from the necessity which it presup 
poses. The leisure which such persons 
possess, renders it their duty to devote 
a proportionably larger part of their 
time every day to the immediate ser- 
vice of God: and while. they devote 
so much time to recreation, an hour or 
two cannot be too long to be spent in 
a grateful acknowledgment of the bless- 
ings they enjoy, and of their depen- 
dence upon him from whom they derive 
life, and breath, and all things. 

Nor can the plea be urged so ex- 
tensively by woman, as it can by man. 
In the fashionable circles of society, 


especially, we see several hours, every 
morning, occupied in giving and re- 


ceiving visits. ‘These interchanges of 
civility, and often times of benevolence, 
are certainly not to be censured, unless 
they rifle a duty. But, surely, when 
so much time is to be found for atten- 
tion to our fellow mortals, is it a great 
matter to devote a portion to visiting 
the temple of God? Is it a great mat- 
ter to pay our homage first, to the King 
ef kings, before we pay the tribute of 
respectful attention to our fellow mor 

tals? 

It is honourable to the female cha- 
ractey, that it presents so many exam- 
ples of ardent piety and affectionate 
and persevering attendance upon the 
services of the sanctuary. Happy will 
be the time when every daughter 
of {srael shall be thus seen, bending 
low in prayer, and swelling with her 
voice the anthem of praise. Happy 
will be the time when the powerful in- 
fuence of wornan over the affections 
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of man shall be exerted, not in leadin, 
him to the tree of the knowledge g 
good and evil, but in leading him 
that tree of life, the fruit of which wij ¥ 
make him live for ever. 

From what has been said, then, it ; 
obvious, that want of leisure can 
urged only by those whose suppor 
depends upon their daily industry ; anj 
it is equally obvious, that it derives aj 
its force, from the established laws , 
society. If the worship of God wer, 
by law, or usage, or the general. seng 
of duty, made a part of the business ¢ 
life; if it were as customary to devot 
a particular hour. to that employment, 
as it is to devote a particular hour ty 
our meals, to the exchange, the bank, 
the insurance office, or the custog 
house, no difficulty would exist. By 
that is not the case, and the only ques 
tion is, what is it our duty to do in the 
present state of society ? 

The answer, my brethren, must, in 
some measure, be left to the conscience 
of each individual. There certain! 
may be exigencies in which the al. 
staining from publick worship would 
be an act of duty. God hath declared 
that he delights in mercy rather than 
in sacrifice. But let us be careful no 
to stretch this indulgence beyond it 
proper limits. ‘* The heart,’ we ar 
told in the pages of inspiration, “i 
deceitful above all things, and despe: 
rately wicked: who can know it?” 
We often act from the impulse of mo 
tives of which we are unconscious; 
and self love is so apt to tell a flattering 
tale, that without the practice of rigid 
examination, we shall never know our 
selves.. Itis certain that mankind are 
naturally averse to prayer; that itis 
difficult to control our thoughts; and 
that the act of prayer is tedious to the 
unsanctified spirit. When, therefore, 
we are disposed to urge the claims 0 
worldly business, as necessarily pre: 
venting our attendance at church, let uf 
inquire, whether the real cause be no 
an unwillingness to pray, a want © 

* Jeremiah xvii. 9. 
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taste for devotion, a readiness to em- 
brace the first and the smallest excuse 
which our invention presents, and our 
reason is persuaded to approve. Surely 
sixty-seven hours, in the course of a 
year, would not greatly interfere with 
its business ; and if it be impossible to 
attend church every time that it is open- 
ed, it cannot be necessary to be for ever 
absent. - There are times when the 
calls of business are not imperious, and 
when, if it were not for the forgettul- 
ness resulting from habitual neglect, 
attendance upon publick worship would 
be in the power of every man. 

It has been said that the calls of busi- 
ness are irregular and uncertain; that 
absence from the counting-house, or the 
office, for a few moments, may be the oc- 
casion of much loss. It may be so; but 
is there no reliance to be placed upon 
divine Providence? Are we s0 abso- 
lutely the makers of our own fortune, 
as to be entirely independent upon the 
frowns or smiles of heaven? ‘* When 
thou hast eaten and art full, then thou 
shalt bless the Lord thy God, for the 
good land which he hath given thee. 
Beware that thou forget not the Lord 
thy God, in not keeping his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and his sta- 
tutes, which | command thee this day : 
lest, when thou hast eaten, and art full, 
and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt 
therein ; and when thy herds and thy 
flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy 
gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
hast is multiplied ; then thine heart be 
lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy 
God”’*—** and thou say in thine heart, 
My power, and the might of mine hand, 
hath gotten me this wealth. But thou 
shalt remember the Lord thy God: for 
it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth.’*t Would it not then bea 
proper act of faith and trust in his 
providence, to encounter the risk of 
devoting an hour to his service? It 
may be that no loss will be sustained ; 
but if there should be, is there no rea. 


* Deut. viii, 10—14. 4Ib. 17, 18. 
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son to believe, that other opportunities 
will be afforded; and that your loss 
will be more than counterbalanced, 
under the secret operations of his go- 
vernance? May we not believe. that 
God will not forget the love which we 
shew to his name, when, from a sense 
of duty and obedience, we enter his 
courts? I believe it will be found, 
that no man, at the year’s end, was 
ever the poorer, for having embraced 


every occasion of worshipping and serv-_ 


ing his God. 

My Christian brethren, let me entreat 
you to reflect upon this subject with 
that serious attention which its impor- 
tance demands. Life, and all its pur- 
suits, however interesting they may be 
at-the present moment, are lighter than 
the dust of the balance, when compared 
with the endless duration and ineffable 
enjoyments of heaven. But your hap- 
piness in the eternal sfate, depends 
upen the preparation which you now 
make. ‘‘ The pure in heart,” our Sa- 
viour tells us, ‘‘shall see God.”* What, 
then, will be the condition of the im- 
pure? Shall they be excluded from 
the presence of Ged? And will not 
every Christian, under the sense of 
this awful truth, strive to purify him- 
self, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God? But to the purification of the 
soul, prayer is absolutely necessary. 
If you are not convinced of these 
truths, how can you profess to believe 
the scriptures? And if you are con- 
vinced, | entreat you to show it, by a 
devout attendance upon the prayers of 
the church. We are now approaching 
the season of Lent,t which the church 
hath wisely set apart for the great pur- 
poses of self- -examination, self-denial, 
and prayer. You are not bound by 
any rigid rules of outward mortification, 


* Matthew v. 8. 


t At the moment when this sermon is pub- 
lished, it is passion week ; the most solemn 
of all the weeks in the year ;—that in which 
our Saviour was content to be betrayed into 
the hands of wicked men, and crucified, and 
slain, for the redemption of the world. 
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but are left at liberty to pursue such 
means as will tend most to your spiritual 
welfare. If then you are desirous, in 
reality, to pursue the things which 
make for your everlasting peace, you 
will begin and continue the worship of 
your God. Every day will you bless 
and praise his holy name; and when- 
ever the doors of the sanctuary are 
unfolded, you will not forsake the as- 
sembling of yourselves together, as the 
manner of some is, but will exhort one 
another, and consider one another, to 
provoke unto love and to good works. 
Amen. 
—_—— 


REVIEW. 


Observations on Southey’s “ Life of 
Wesley :” being a Defence of the 
Character, Labours, and Opinions, of 
Mr. Wesley, against the Misrepre- 
sentations of that Publication. By 
Richard Watson. New York. 1821. 


Sovrney’s life of Wesley has excited 
in all classes of the reading community, 
a great deal of attention, and has gene- 
rally, we believe, been considered as 
possessing, to an uncommon degree, the 
characteristicks of fairness and sobrie- 
ty. The methodists, however, have 
thought otherwise. At a conference 
held at Liverpool, in July, 1820, a cen- 
sure was passed upon it, ‘ as unjust in 
its representations of the character of 
Wesley, and calculated to do much in- 
jury to vital piety.” Mr. Watson was 
appointed, in consequence, to review 
it; and the work before us, having 
thus come out under the sanction of 
the whole body of the Wesleyan so- 
ciely, is to be considered as expressing 
their sentiments. In this view, it ac- 
quires an importance, which, as the ve- 
hicle of individual opinion, it woutd 
have had no right toclaim. Whatever 
concessions it makes may fairly be 
considered as the concessions not of M:. 
Watson alone, but of the whole con- 
ference ; and as they tend to narrow 
the ground of difference between the 
church, and a society so respectable 


for its numbers and for the piety and 
zeal, misguided as we think it, of many 
of its members, we hope to promote 
the cause of truth and unity by pre. 
senting some account of what this work §, 
contains to our readers. 

We shall first consider the grounds 
of complaint against the biographer, 
The writer before us allows thaf Mr, 
Southey has collected with diligence 
the materials of his biography ; that 
the work is creditable to the literary 
character of the author; that his sin. 
cerity is unimpeachable ;_ that he in. 
tended to be impartial, and that he is 
so candid as to have said “ more in 
praise of the character and publick use. 
fulness of Mr, Wesley than will be 
found in most publications of the kind 
not emanating from persons connected 
with the Wesleyan society.” But 
with all these good qualities, Mr. Sou 
they, in their estimation, was totally 
unfitted, by the absence of more impor: 
tant characteristicks, to be the historian 
of methodism. The writer of the ‘ Ob- 


~ servations” hints, that Mr. Southey was 


educated in the Socinian school; that 
he was afterwards allured farther from 
the truth by the glare of a false philo- 
sophy ; thathe was both in politicks and 
religion a disorganizing jacobin; and 
that, although he had renounced his 
former errours in both, and become a 
supporter of government, and a pro- 
fessed orthodox member of the church ol 
England, yet the old leavenhas not been 
entirely worked out, and with regard to 
religion at least, ‘* he is constantly va 
cillating between the philosopher and 
Christian.” 

One sentiment which Mr. Southey 
has advanced seems to give an air ol 
probability to a part of this statement. 
Mr. Wesley’s conversion is dated 
from Wednesday, the 24th of May, 
1738. Being present in the evening 
of that day at a society, where one ol 
the assembly was reading Luther's 
preface to the epistle to the Romans, 
** About a quarter before nine,” says 
Wesley, ‘* while he was deseribing the 








‘ 
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change which God works in the heart 
through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 
strangely warmed ; I felt I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation : 
gnd an assurance was given me, that 
je had taken away my sing, even mine, 
and saved me from the law of sin and 
death. I began to pray with all 
ny might for those who had in a more 
special manner despitefully used me, 
nd persecuted me. I then openly tes- 
‘ary Mitified to all there what I now first felt 
sit-in my heart. But it was not long be- 
it: Bfore the enemy suggested, This cannot 
€ be faith, for where is thy joy?” On 
> nthis, Mr. Southey remarks, ‘* How 
1: Bmany a thought arising from that in- 
be Bstinctive logick which is grounded on 
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ind Bcommon sense, has been fathered upon 
ted Bthe personified principle of evil!’ The 
But Bdevil then is only @ personified princi- 
OU- Bole of evil! This sounds very much 
lly Blike Mr. Belsham, and the improved 
or Byersion ; and we are not at all surpris. 
ia Bed at the remark of his reviewer, that 


Jb B this is sufficiently indicative of Mr. 
vas BSouthey’s religious system,’’ and that 
hat BH“ the ci-devant Socinian is suffered to 
om Heome forth here without a vail.” p. 23. 
lo: #'The bible tells us, in words too plain 
Dd Bto be refined away, that there exists 
ud Ban evil being, the enemy of man, whoses 
his powers of delusion, like himself, are 
real; a being who, though he be spi- 
‘0 Britual, and consequently not an object 
ol Bwhich human sense can apprehend, is 
nevertheless busily employed in going 
0 Bto and fro upon the easth, ‘‘ seeking 
a Bwhom he may devour.” (1 Pet. v. 8.) 
“As for those modern sadducees,” says 
South, ** who will believe neither angel 
‘Y Bnor spirit, because they cannot see 
o! them; and with whora invisible and 
lB incredible pass for terms equipollent ; 
‘4 B they would do weil to consider, that as 
YB the fowler would certainly spoil his 
¢ @ game, should he not as much as _possi- 
lB ble keep out of sight, so the devil never 
plants his snares so succegsfully as 
» Fwhen he conceals his person; nor 
5 § tempts men so dangerously as when he 
€ caf persuade them that there is no 
iempter.”? (Sermons, vol. vy. p. 100.) 








We have too favourable an opinion of 


‘Mr. Southey to suppose that this idea 


of * the personification of the principle 
of evil,” was the result of deliberate 
examination. We are persuaded. that 
he will be among the first to acknow- 
ledge his errour; and, when he shall 
revise the work, that he will-blot from 
its pages an expression which has given 
occasion more than any other to doubt 
the correctness of his theology, or the 
perfectness of his faith. 

But the character of a work is not to 
be decided by a single objectionable 
expression. The writer before us has 
set forth indeed with a great deal of 
rhetorical exaggeration, the charges of 
latent infidelity, and a total absence of 
religious feeling in the biographer ; but 
we are far from thinking that he has 
fairly substantiated his point, or that 
he has convicted Mr. Southey of such 
utter incompetency. But he shall be 
allowed to state the grievances of which 
he complains in his own words : 


*¢ It is much to be regretted, that no gene- 
ral principles sppear to have been laid down 
by Mr. Southey, to guide bim in his estimate 
of Mr. Wesley’s conduct and character. He 
is constantly vacillating between the philoso- 
pher and the Christian; but unhappily the 
tendency to philosophize most frequently pre- 
dominates. ‘The cause of every movement 
of the soul, and of every singularity in the 
conduct of Mr. Wesley and his followers, is 
eagerly sought, and abundantly laboured out, 
and itis sure to be one purely natural, Devo- 
tional feelings are resolved into constitutional 
habits ; joys and depressions into buoyancy of 
the spirits, and the influence of disease ; Mr. 
Wesley's selection of the means of usefulness 
into the impression of surrounding circums 
stances; his active zeal inte ambition; the 
great effects of tis preaching into his elo- 
quence, and the opportune occurrence of a 
new contagious disease ; his enterprise into a 
consciousness of his own powers; and his 
want of clerical regularity into his natural 
unsubmissiweness of mind. Some of these 
points shall be examined in the sequel; but 
this mode of determinin® such questions sa- 
vours too much of the school from which we 
trust Mr. Southey is on many great points 
happily rescued; and it is too great acon- 
cession to the infidel and superficial philoso- 
phy of the day, of the evil tendency of which, 
when otherwise applied, he has a deep con- 
viction. This is a weapon which he knows, 
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or ought to know, may as easily be wielded 
against ao yrmay as against methodism ; 
and against every distinguished character in 
the annals of the church of Christ as against 
Mr. Wesley. 

** Is Mr. Southey a believer in Christiani- 
ty? Ifso, waving for the present a minuter 
consideration of the following points, he must 
believe in the providential designation of dis- 
tinguished characters fo produce great and 
beneficial effects upon society;—he must be- 
lieve in the influence of the Holy Spirit upon 
the minds of men, exciting them to their du- 
ty, and assisting them in it; he must believe 
that the work of renewing a corrupt heart, 
and giving real effect to the Christian minis- 
try, is the work of God, though carried on by 
human agents ;—he is not a Christian if he 
admits not these doctrines; he is not a 
churchman ; his Christianity is a name, a 
pretence: and if, in reality, he admits them, 
they were unhappily too often absent from 
his mind, and too often confused by the lin- 
gering traces of former erring sentiments, 
when he applied himself to determine the 
questions which presented themselves in the 
course of his late researches into methodism. 

** Another cause of the wavering and un- 
steady judginent which he forms of Mr. Wes- 
ley, though far Jess blameable, is, that when 
he assumes something of the character of a 
Christian in the view of a case, it is not so 
much of a Christian generally, ‘is of a zealous 
advocate of the order and discipline of the 
church of England. 1 do not blame this rule 
in subordinate cases, but it is objectionable 
asa primary one. ‘The religious character 
and motives of Mr. Wesley are in question, 
but surely the order and rule of any church, 
however excellent, are not the standard by 
which either can be determined. Thatstan- 
dard is to be found in the principles of our 
common Christianity. ‘The order of a church 
may have been violated by an irregularity 
which it does not allow. The fault may 
have been in the breadth of the zeal of the 
individual, or in the narrowness of the rule 
which his zeal has violated; these are other 
considerations, and are not surely to influence 
the judgment as to general character and mo- 
tive. His Christianity must be tried by other 
Jaws, and can only be determined by the 
bible itself. Modern times cannot exhibit a 
character in which al] the great and all the 
graceful virtues of Christianity were more 
fully embodied, and, through a long life, more 
amply realized, thar in the founder of metho- 
dism. They have not presented a more 
Jaborious, a more successful minister of 
Christ. On what principle then is he cease 
Jessly charged with ambition, and the love 
of power, as the leading, though sometimes 
the unconscious motives of bis actions? Why 


does Mr. Southey delight to rake into the 
corruption of our general nature, to stain the 
lustre and dissipate the fragrance of the emi. 
nent virtues of this distinguished man, a 


though those virtues must necessarily have fj 
struck root into that corruption as their soil Mj 


and have drawn from them a sickly exube. 
rance, and a deleterious and earthly odour? 
Where virtues so emineut were exhibited b 


evidence so lofty, why has Mr. Southey,a " i 


so many instances, suffered himself to be . 
duced by a paltry philosophy, which resolves 
all virtue into selfishness, or more properly 
into vice itself; and in others determined mo. 
tives by a rule drawn from party predilec. 
tions, to the neglect of those more favourabk 


decisions which the general Christian ruklm, 


would have supplied? Mr. Southey may 
say, these were Mr. Wesley’s infirmities, and 
the best of men are not without them. Bu 
ambition, taken in the generally received 
sense, as Mr. Southey uses the term, is no 
an infirmity. It isa vice, and is utterly in 
compatible with the spirit and temper of ¢ 
real Christian; and if he did not intend vey 
greatly to lower Mr. Wesley’s character by 
the charge, as indeed it seems but fair to ac 
knowledge, this only proves, that Mr. Sow 
they has very low and inadequate notions q 
practical Christianity itself. He either trifle 
with Mr. Wesley’s character, or with rel 
jon.”? p. 6-—10. 

“Mr. Southey’s views of the Christia 
ministry are as singularly defective, whethe 
he* wish to be considered a Christian, or 
churchman, as are his opinions on the sub 
ject of providence. It would seem from thes 
volumes, that he is no believer in the dired 
influence of the Holy Spirit on the heart « 
man, though, of course, he prays for it when 
ever he attends divine service, and we hop 
without any softening mental periphrasis. 
would have read singularly, had he given u 
upon his own principles, a paraphrase on thi 
being * moved by the Holy Ghost,’ whid 
every clergyman profecses. It would, « 
course, have excluded al] stirring of the affe 
tions in zeal for the glory of the Saviour, ap 
compassion to the perishing souls of men; : 
deep convictions of duty, and inward im 
pulses to a work which, though involving 
fearful responsibility, must, nevertheless, | 
undertaken. This was the * enthusiasm’ 
Wesley and Whitefield; but he forgets t 
it is the enthusiasm which is embodied, an 
glows in the ordination service of the chu 
c* England, one of the most solemn, impre 
sive, and holy forms, by which ministers we 
ever dedicated to the service of the gospe 
Equally does he exclude.a divine agency! 
the success of the ministry, as in the call t 
it: and the effects produced by the preac 
ing of the founders of methodism, of cour 
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fod ample explanation in his ready and never- 
failing philosophy. He allows no sanctifica- 
tion of the vessel for the Master’s use, and no 
interposition of the Master’s hand to fashion 
it tohis own design, and to apply it, so fash- 
joned, as the instrument of his own purpose. 
With him the instrument is all—it is self- 
motive and self-efficient. This would be con- 
sistent enough, if Mr. Southey considered 
religion an Opinion, and a ceremonial. I do 
him the justice to allow, that there are pas- 
ages in his work which embody higker con- 
ceptions of its nature. He allows that, by 
he preaching of Mr. Wesley, ‘ drunkards 
ere reclaimed, sinners were converted, the 
penitent, who came in despair, were sent 
way with the full assurance of joy ; the dead 
pp of indifference was broken; aad often- 
his eloquence reached the hard brute 
beart, and opening it, like the rock of Horeb, 
made way for the living spring of piety which 
had been pent within.’ ! will not make‘a 
an offender for a word,’ nor stop now 
0 show, that eloquence was not adequate to 
produce such effects, and that the spring of 
piety, pent in the hard brute heart, is rather 
a poetick imagining, than a truth of experi- 
nce. Itisenough, that Mr. Southey allows, 
n this passage, a change in the hearts of 
men, produced by the preaching of a zealous 
and holy minister of Christ, a change, as he 
lsewhere expresses it, ‘in the habits and 
moral nature of the proselytes.’ But in all 
is, divine agency is not allowed. Mr. 
Southey has his collection of causes under 
ommand, and, at the given signal, they fail 
not to place themselves at the head of every 
pmarkable result of this kind, and to assert 
an exclusive claim to its origination.” p. 33 
35. 
“ The charges of enthusiasm, which our au- 
or fixes upon certain irregularities which 
appeared in the early part of methodism, and 
which now occasionally appear, shall be pre- 
ently examined. With respect to these vir- 
umstances, a rule Jess severe is to be applied 
othe remarks of the author. There are 
onsiderations, connected with them, with 
hich he can scarcely be supposed to be fa- 
niliar ; and considerable allowance may, and 
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NMe 


bught to be made for his opinions, though 


ven here be has not always argued so fairly 


as his own principles, defective as they are, 


vould have warranted. But no such con- 
ession is to be made, when he resolves into 


enthusiasm, al] those hallowed feelings of zeal 


or God, and tender compassion for man, 
rhich shone so conspicuonsly in the great in- 
ruments of the revival of religion in this 
ountry in the last century. If Mr. Southey 


be correct, then | know not what man, in 
Any church, distinguished by more than ordi- 


ary ardour of religious sentiment, and for 


great and persevering efforts in doing good, 
can escape this charge. Every virtue which 
shines in the conduct of men, devoted to their 
Saviour and his religion, be darkened by 
the same shadow; and every holy feéling, 
which glows ip their hearts, be considered as 
deriving its warmth, rather from the artificial 
fermentation of earthly principles, than from 
the fire of the altar.” pp. 54—55. 


We forbear to make further extracts, 
because we think the author extremely 
unjust and uncandid, Let any one of 
our readers compare the expressions 
of Mr, Southey, as they occur in his 
work, with the distorted and garbled 
form in which they appear in this re- 
view, and it will be at once seen, how 
much of the art of a controversialist is 
there exhibited. The author asserts 
that the doctrines of methodism are the 
doctrines of the church of England ; 
and he is guilty of that common er- 
rour in disputants of begging the ques- 
tion at the very outset. Because the 
church teaches the doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith only, therefore she 
teaches it in the sense in which the 
methodists choose to understand the 
terms. Because she speaks, continual- 
ly, of the necessity of being renewed 
by the sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit, therefore she teaches the 
doctrine of the methodists. Because 
her writers often speak of that assu- 
rance of faith, which the pious Chris- 
tian enjoys, when the Spirit of God 
beareth witness with our spirits, that 
we are the children of God, there- 
fore they meant, by these expressions, 
exactly what Whitefield and Wesley 
meant. In this way it is certainly very 
easy to prove any thing. The justify- 
ing faith of Mr. Wesley, to use his own 
words, is a sure trust and cerifidence 
in God that through the merits of Christ 
the sins of the particular individual 
who has this faith, ‘‘ are forgiven, and 
he reconciled to the favour of God. It 
is that faith which no one can have 
without knowing that he hath it, though 








many imagine they have it, who have 


it not. Whosoever hath this faith 
is freed from sin; the whole body o/ 
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sin ts destroyed in him ; he is freed from 
fear, waving peace with God through 


‘Christ, and rejoicing in hope of the 


glory of God; and he is freed from 
doubt, having the love of God shed 


‘ abroad in his heart, through the Holy 


Ghost which is given unto him, which 
‘Spirit itself beareth witness with his 
spirit,’ that he is the child of God.” 
This freedom from sin, and fear, and 
doubt ; this perfect eonfidence, in the 
mind of each individual, that he is ac- 
cepted with Ged, is what the metho- 
dists mean by justifying faith; and as- 
suming this to be the faith spoken of in 
the scriptures, and in the articles of the 
church of England, the author of the 
work before us zaintains, that Mr. 
Southey not only does not possess it 
himself, but that he is at war with the 
church of which he professes to be a 
sound and orthodox member, and is in 
fact an unbeliever. 

To enlarge upon this head would 
lead us into an investigation of the dis- 
tinctive tenets of methodism, for which 
we have neither space nor inclination. 
We shall, therefore, exhibit only a few 
extracts, which will at once show our 
readers to what we object. “I am 
one of many witnesses of this matter 
of fact, that God does very frequently 
‘give the divine call) during a repre- 
sentation (how made I know not, but 
not to the outward eye) of Christ, 
either hanging on the cross, or standing 
on the right hand of God.”” Wesley as 
cited by Hampson, vol. ii. p. 55. “1 
saw the fountain opened in his side— 
we have often seen Jesus Christ cruci- 
fied, and evidently set forth before'us.” 
Bishop Lavington, vol.i.p. 51. ‘* Be- 
ing in the utmost agony of mind, there 
was clearly represented to him Jesus 
Christ pleading for him with God the 
Father, and gaining a free pardon for 
him,” Coke’s Life of Wesley, p. 329. 
‘** A young man, as he was going to re- 
ceive the sacrament, had God the Father 
come to him, but he did not stay with 
him: but God the Son did stay, who 
came holding his cross in his hands.”’ 


Mr. Wesley’s Letters, published by 
Dr. Priestley, p. 70. 
been a witness to the Holy Ghost {al}. 
ing upon Mr, Whitefield and his hearers, 
oftener than once.” Gillies’ Life of 


‘“*{ myself have 


Whitefield, p. 94, Those who expefi 


rienced ‘‘ the pangs of the new birth,” 


fell to the grotind, like persons struck i 


by lightning, and lay grovelling in un. 
speakable agonies, till they suddenly 
sprung up full of joy, and possessed 
with the assurance of salvation. Jour. 
nals passim. Sometimes they wer 
seized with horrid fits of involuntary 
laughteg, ‘‘ sometimes screaming out 
that they were damned, and, grinding 
their teeth, they longed to tear thei 


preacher to pieces, and thus made their 


meeting-house resemble the habitation 
of apostate spirits.” There were oc 
casions on which they asserted ** that 
the blood of Christ ran down their arms 
and throats; or that it was poured like 
warm water on their breasts and hearts, 
Hampson’s Life of Wesley, vol. ii p, 
70. 74. 
in me; he frequently manifests him- 
self insuch a manner, that it throws 
me into an agony.” Whitefield. Lett, 
229. See bishop Lavington’s Enthu 
siasm of Methodists and Papists com 
pared. passim. And Nott’s Bampton 
Lectures, p. 241 to 254, 

Mr. Watson admits, that “ certait 
irregularities appeared tn the early pa 
of methodism,” and that they appe: 
now, ‘‘ occasionally,” p. 54; and again, 
that ‘‘ too great an encouragement 
noise and clamour” has ‘‘ occasionally 
been given “‘ in their religious meetings, 
and ‘too much stress”’ has been laid 
‘** upon the excitement of the passions. 
p- 130. He doubtless meant to leat 
bis readers to infer, that these extravs 
gancies have become uncommon. | 
such is the case in Great Britain, we 
heartily rejoice ; but it is far from be 
ing the fact in this country. Any one 
who has attended a methodist camp 
meeting, knows to the contrary ; an 
even in their common meetings for pul 
lick worship, such scenes occur as cat 
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byfgot but excite, in every serious and so- 
ave Mber mind, the most painful sensations. 
fall. $We happen to have lying before us a 
ers, Metter, froma respectable physician in 

of ithe state of Illinois, of as recent a date 
‘pe: fas the twenty-fourth of last October, in 
th,"Bwhich be gives the following narrative 
uck fief the state of religion im that quarter. 
un-#* With regard to the religion and mo- 
nly als of the inhabitants, nothing favour- 
ssedMble can be said. I did not think that 
wy part of our happy country was so 
destitute of nen who had any regard 
or these important subjects. All, who 
belong to any sect, are either presby- 
rians ot methodists. ‘The presbyte- 
ians have nearly the same notions, 
ynd resemble the Calvinistick congrega- 
ionalists of New Engiand. The me- 
hodists are more superstitious than any 
people | ever béfore saw. I attended 
meeting on the sabbath; but the 
iid and frantick actions of these poor 
ts."BBeluded people, excited in my breast 

phe strongest emotions of pity and dis- 
ust. During the sermon, many fe- 
‘Males, particularly those possessed of 
sympathetick or nervous tempera- 
nent, were affected with the genuine 
‘ysteria. Others were thrown into 
onvulsions, or affected with what is 
ere called ‘* (he jerks,” involuntarily 
rowing their beads backwards and 
orwards, with so much rapidity, that 
0 feature of their eountenance, nor 
ven the figure of their head, could be 
istinguishec ; and they are often so 
uch ‘exercised by the Spirit,’ as 
ey term it, on these @ccasions, as to 
gbour under bodily indisposition for a 
laidffonsiderable length of time afterwards. 
ns. Many, who are apt to be affected with 
leaditPe jerks’ sometimes abstain from pub- 
avagmck worship, so great is the pain ac- 
ompanying these convulsions. When 
y persons are * exercised hy the Spi- 
t,’ they are generally affected in the 
he manner. But all are not ‘ exer- 
ampaesed’ in the same way. Some dance 
and@™md leap about the floor, and at length 
pudmmey commence whirling upon their 
canmeels, until they fall, as if dead, upon 
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the floor, often bruising their heads and 
faces. And the hair of the females, thus 
affected, which was before put up in 
the smoothest manner, now points in 
ten thousand directions ; and the cam- 
brick gowns, which, before, were as 
white as snow, are now covered with 
the dust which has been collected from 
the floor. Others have the ‘ laughing 
exercise.” They are affected with an 
involuntary laughter, so loud as to 
drown the stentorian voice of the 
preacher, who occasionally stops in 
his discourse, to offer thanks to the su- 
preme Being ‘ for the special influence 
of the Holy Spirit,’ which is then de- 
monstrated among his pious hearers.’’* 

We need hardly ask whether this 
looks like the religion of the scriptures, 
or like the sobermindedness displayed 
in all the devotional services of the 
church. The effects attributed by 
Messrs. Wesley and Whitefield, and their 
followers, to the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, Mr. Southey has chosen to re- 
solve rather into a morbid excitement 
of the mind, operating upon a partial 
derangement of the animal functions. 
The question between them is not con- 
cerning the truth or falsehood of al- 
leged facts, but concerning the motives 
of agents, and the causes of actions. 
‘The parties, therefore, are completely 


* The following remarks, in continuation, 
on the state of religion, not being connect- 
ed with the subject of methodism, could not 
with propriety be inserted above; but we 
think them too important to be omitted. 
“There is not a single congregational or 
presbyterian minister settled m the state! 
‘There is one preshyterian missionary, who 
receives a small compensation from the Con- 
necticut missionary society; but even he 
thinks of soon removing from the state. The 
people of New Englaad contribute their mo- 
ney to support the gospel among the distant 
inhabitants of Asia; while jifty thousana 
people, iz the single state of Illinois, gr 
wholly destitute of the preached word.” — 
What a ficld is here opened for the exertions 
of the benevolent ; and what zealous disciple 
of Christ will refuse to contribute, as God 
hath blessed his store, to extend to his breth- 
ren the privileges which he himself enjoys! 
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128 . Poetry—Klopstock’s Messiah. 


at issue; all attempts at reconciling 
them would be vain; and we leave it 
to our readers to judge, which is most 
likely to be in the right. 

(Yo be continued.) 


a 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 


Translated from the original German of 
KK lopstock. 


(Continued from p. 99.) 


Eloa rose, 
Walk’d pensive forward long, and then re- 
li’d : 
Close by the golden pillars, stand reveal’d 
Tables of prophecies, of lab’rinths full. 
There rest the books of life, that by the 
breath 
Of powerful winds are opened ; and I see 
Names of Christ’s futare followers written 
down, 
And crown’d with blessing ; each one to par- 
take ee 
The joys of immortality: Tis like 
The books of the world’s judgment. Like 
the rush 
That standards of embattled seraphs cause. 
The pages open: Bat, what sight of wo 
For those, who in therr course have strove 
against 
Earth’s just Creator! Urim! how eawrapp’d, 
How veil’d Jehovah rests; how stilly shine 
The lights, above yon silver cloud. I see them 
Shining by thousands forward in the guise 
Of morning, when she sends upon the hills 
Bright drops of early dew; or like to some, 
*Mid that eternal family of man, 
Who stand forth beacons to the rest in virtue. 
Urim, O count them ; count those holy tires. 
Urim rejoin’d: Worlds, Etoa, angels’ deeds, 
And seraphs crown’d with glory may we tell, 
But what from man’s redemption shall ensue 
The eye of angels seeks to know in vain. 
He paus’d. Eloa said: [see his seat, — 
The judgment seat : Awful artthou, Messiah! 
Who may behold thy places! Hov’ring near, 
Are deaths for those that look: There ven- 
- geance too 
Sits armed for the guilty. Loa blast 
Now lifts it to yon cloucls of thunder forth, 
Ang storms accompany. Judge of the world, 
6 spare, 


Thou infinite, with death eternal arm’d. 


Thus spoke the spirits. Seven times had the 


gloom | 
And pause of awe by thunders been disturb’d, 
When, rolling o’er pure clouds of softness, 
down, 
Jchovah’s voice was heard|; Eternal love 


[Apri 


Is God; and such at the first rise of bej 

At heaven’s formation was He ; still the say 

When deeds of mystery fulfil themselves! 

Yet, at Messiah’s death, ye shall confess, 

And seek my throne with the new-chog 
prayer 

That terrour shall. extort. For should mj 
arm 


182 


Refuse t’ uphold ye, at that hour of dreaji 


The blood of God shall drag ye down 
nought ; 

And, though created deathless, ye would en, 

The all-eternal ceas’d: And wond’riy 
clasp’d 

Their guiltless hands th’ immortals. 
look’d down 

Where Lloa stood. The seraph saw, ; 
read 

The words upon Jehovah’s front depict, 

And turn’d towards the sons of heaven, 
spoke : P 

Children of holiness, long chosen just, 

Look on your God, and know his inmost 

Thought upon ye, when first he had decree 

Mankind’s salvation. Ye have wish’d to vi 

That day of joys, and Jesus to behold. 

Rejoice ye spirits, heayen’s Sire is here, 

The first, the last, the all-compassionaie ;, 

Him, whom no thing created can conceir 

Bless him ye children, God, Jehovah, deig 

To appear before you, as a father here. 

For you the messenger of peace hath sougl 

The altar of the Highest, sent from earth! 

And, had ye not been witnesses sublime 

Of the bless’d compact form’d by heaven 
king, 

Yon distant mysteries had spoke themsely 

And shown in stillness the great work of Gc 

Ye, too, ye sons of earth shall bless that ds 

And, as ye perfect view, shall shout forth je 

Eternal as the heavens. O let*us mark 

Fach secret of redemption’s mysteries ; 

For we may trace them, with an eye m 
clear 

And more unveiled, than the wandeni 
friends 

Of earth’s Redeemer. But ye impious trai 

That persecute your suffering Lord belo 

Tremble: for ever are your names eras’d 

From off the books of life. The beams 
heaven 

Are destined only to those pious souls, | 

That look with weepiag cye upon 
God. 

Yet shall they weep no more: Chri: 
bloody stream 

Shall lose itself into eternal life. 

O, then, upon the breast of peace and hea¥ 

For ev’ry passing wo of earth, consol’d; 

Here they shall rest and triumph like 
Christ. 

Seraphs, begin the endless strain to chat! 

And ye, O disembodied saints, arise 

And sing Messias. Soon the sons of eartl 
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Race after race shall greet you in their'turn, 
“E7ill each, complete a spirit train like ye, 
Seek the stern judgment seat, for them so 
bright! 

»mput now depart, ye angels of the Highest, 

ad bid each ruler of God’ works prepare 
To celebrate this solemn day of joys, 
So chosen, so mysterious, so sublime ! 
reajfmoys be to ye, Messiah’s prophets, too ; 
7) qpoys such as God knows only, ye shall know ! 
Tis from your bodies of mortality 

jow mouldering into dust, and ripe to ascend 
Prigfatbat he, who God and man is, doth spring 

forth 

Golsdnew to life immortal. Hasten all 
To yon bright sun lit up by Jesus’ cross, 

And ye shall see from far the blessed deeds 
od awful reconcilement done by him 

hat your Redeemer and God’s chosen is. 
Descend ye, by yon downward path of light: 








DOMESTICK, 

Confirmation in Boston. 

‘in Sunday the twenty-fourth of March, 
» tight reverend the bishop of the eastern 
ese, administered the apostolick rite of 
dirmation, at St. Paul’s church, in the -af- 
won, to twenty-one persons; and at 
-arist church, in the evening, to eight. 















Missionary Meeting at Boston. 

On Monday evening, the fourth of Februa- 
last, a meeting of the friends of the church, 
{both sexes, was hcld at the Marlboro 
otel, in this town, for the purpose of taking 
neasures to enable the Massachusetts epis- 
opal missionary society to go promptly into 
igorous operation. «The meeting was called 
t the request of that society, and, although 
eri™ne weather was somewhat unfavourable, it 

as well attended. After some discussion of 
traimhe subject, votes were passed expressive of 
olowmmhe importance of the object in the opinion of 
\d HBhose present. It was also voted that a sub- 
ns @™ecription be opened to obtain funds for the 

ciety, and to request each church in the 

late to form an auxiliary society ; and like- 
the—mrise to invite the churches in Maine to unite 
ith us. Committees were appointed to 
arry these votes into effect. On the eleventh 
March, an adjourned meeting was held, at 
€ same place, when the subject was further 
liscussed. At each meeting, papers were cir- 
ulated, and a little more than four hundred 
lollars, annually, were subscribed. Further 
ubscriptions have since been obtained by the 
rommittee, the amount of which we are not 
able at present to state. 
17 APVOCATE, VOn. IU, 
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Relig. Intell.—Confirmations—Missionary Mecting. 


From every circle there shall ye behold 

The far-spread nature teem with ne 
charms ; 

For God hath sworn, that when the fini 
course 

Of the now passing century hath revoly’d 

He willestablish a new day of rest ; 

A second sabbath, holier, greater far 

Than that ye knew, immortals of the sk 

And lov’d to celebrate, when first the wx 

Sprang from the nought ofages. Seraphi 

Ye knew how nature, beauteous then aro 

And how the stars of morning bent their he 

To their Creator. But Messias now 

And heaven’s bright Son, will mightier de 
perform. 

Haste ye to tell his creatures, a new day 

A sabbath, thro’ his sufferings, shall arise 

And God hath named it th’ eternal band. 

(To be continued.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


General Missionary Society. 

The board of directors of the domestick 
and foreign missionary society of the protes- 
tant episcopal church in the United States of 
America, have at a late meeting, passed the 
following resolution : 

** That the reverend Jackson Kemper, re- 
verend Benjamin Allen, and Richard Dale, 
esquire, be a committee to ascertain the most 
important stations, to which our attention can 
be directed for missionary purposes, and 
make report at the annual meeting, {May 
23,] for the consideration of t' ; board; and 
likewise to inquire for missioné ies, and re- 
port the names of those they may deem fit 
for that office.” 

In compliance with this resolution, the 
committee abovementioned solicit communi- 
cations upon every subject connected with 
the objects of the society. They wish to 
ascertain, what are the states, territories, or 
vicinities, which demand the earliest attention 
of the board; what prospect there may be of 
the practicability of establishing a mission 
among the aborigines of this country ; and 
what clergymen, or candidates for holy or- 
ders, are willing to devote themselves to n-is- 
sionary labours. With regard to those who 
may be disposed to become missionaries, they 
require satisfactory testimony respecting their 
qualifications ; and with respect to the sta- 
tions to which their attention should be direct- 
ed, they request to be informed of the num- 
ber of those who profess to belong to the 
church—their ability to support a clergy- 
man—their desire to be supplied with the 
ordinances of the gospel~the probable num- 
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ber of those who have not united themselves 
4 any denomination—and, in general, of all 
such particulars as will enable them to select, 
among the multiplied objects of Christian be- 
nevolence, those which need their earliest at- 
tention, and the greatest share of their bounty. 

Communications on this subject may be 
addressed to the reverend Jackson Kemper, 
Philadelphia. 

We do not think it necessary to point out 
to our readers the very great importance of 
a prompt attention to the above request, be- 
cause we think that no Christian can reflect 
on the objects which the soicety has in view, 
and on the responsibilities of those who are 
most privileged, to provide for the suffering 
and dispersed members of the flock of Christ, 
without feeling a desire to aid the exertions 
of the society, and bid them * God speed.” 

New York: 

Extracts from the journal of the thirty-fifth 
annual convention, continued from page 102. 

The reverend Daniel Nash, an aged and 
venerable missionary, Who has al! the red 
and guileless simplicity of a Nathaniel, re- 
ports as follows: “ Not until Tate in the 
spring of the year was [ able to attend to my 
missionary duties; and since then, the ser- 


vices performed have not equalled those of 


former years. For about seven months I was 
able to preach only once on each Sunday ; 
since then, [have divided the time princ ipally 
between St. John’s, Otsego, Burlington, and 
Paris. One Sunday I attended at Coopers- 
town, one at Cherry Valley, and two at 
tichfield. In‘the beginning of the summer, 
I visited Oneida, in company with Mr., now 
doctor Orderson, of the English church; and 
with him administered the holy eacharist to 
forty or fifty of the Oneida nation, and bap- 
tized five adults, and about forty children, 
the greater part of which were baptized by 
hin. J afterward visited that church, and 
baptized nine children. In addition ‘to these, 
I have baptized two children at Paris; two 
at Verona; one adult and seven children at 
Cherry Valley; three children at Burlington, 
and one adult and eight children at St. John’s. 

* That holy Being, who rules all things, 
knows whether I shali be able, any further, 
to prosecute my missionary labours—the al- 
mst constant pain in my breast renders it 
extremely unpleasant to speak in publick : 
but as far as God enables me to go, by his 
grace assisting, | shall endeavour to be faith- 
ful.”? 

“In the discharge of missionary duties,” 
says the reverend Mr. Perry, a missionary in 
Otsego county, “‘ my services have been 
principally confined to the church of Unadilla. 
When called to the pastoral care of this 


church, I found some local disadvantag, 
under which she laboured, but trust, throug 
God’s grace, that they are, in a great me; 
sure, removed, 

* There appears much unanimity now e 
isting among the people, and au anxious & 
sire ‘that Jerusalem might be as a city 
unity with itself? On the whole, the chur 
is in a flourishing state. I have officiated; 
this church twice every Lord’s day, excey 
ing a few which have been devoted to mj 
sionary purposes. Among the daties whi 
have devolved upon me, one no less intere: 
ing than important has been my anxious cq 
cera—the duty of training up the young ! 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 1 
this intent I have catechised the young 
ple and children, repeatedly, in the chur 
on the Lord’s day. In addition to this, on t 
thirteenth day of May, I succeeded in orgar 
ing a Sunday schoo!, which I have regular 
attended every Sunday afternoon, when 
home. Seventy-four scholars are memls 
of this school. Your missionary has 
pleasing satisfaction of reporting, that heb 
met with much success and encourageme 
hoth from parents and their clildren, inj 
exertions. Parents manifest an anxious ¢ 
sire, and frequently attend at the school 
order to hear the recitations, and to assist 
in instructing; while a spirit of serious 
and piety has been awakened in the mi 
of the young. The excellent liturgy of ¢ 
church-has been explained, and her dist 
guishing principles have been inculcated, 
only in publick, but from house to hous 

“+ Besides officiating at this church, I | 
preached five times, on different days of 
week, in a schoo] house in the upper part 
my parish. I have also officiated in the 
lowing places: One Sunday, and twice 
week days, at Franklin. In this place t 
is a number of interesting episcopal famill 
One Sunday at Windsor, to a numerous ¢ 
gregation. At Coventry, one Sunday, 3 
twice on week days. Here | catechised 
young people and children, and inculcated 
parents the interesting and important duty 
training them up in the nurture and adm 
tion of the Lord. One Sunday at Paris. ¢ 
Sunday, and two afternoon lectures, at $ 
gerfield, where are a few episcopalians. ( 
at Rome, and once at Sidney. Your miss 
ot would take the liberty of further rept 

, that, some time previous to his call 
saltiony labours, he officiated one Sund 
and twice on week days, at Sherburne, w 
are a few families of episcopalians, and 
at New Lebapon. In these places a spiri 
inquiry has been excited, and conside 
interest manifested in favour of our and 
apostolick church.” 
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ntaogs =“ The reverend George H. Norton, mission- 
hrougMary in Ontario and Seneca counties, reports to 
t meisthe bishop as follows :—In making out a report 

of missionary services for the past year, while 
»w ex have to regret that the result of my labours 
ous degfalls greatly short of what had been antici- 
city @pated, it gives me pleasure tostate, that, in 
churgthe several places where I have officiated, 
ated ifthere has been manifested an increased at- 
xcepmachment to the doctrines, discipline and 
to ma@worship of our church, and an earnest wish 
; whid xpressed for a continuance of her services. 
itereqmOn Sundays | have preached at Waterloo, 
Beneca county, at Vienna, Clifton Springs, 




















ng ‘@pnd Palmyra, Ontario county, and at Catha- 
1 Pag ine’s Town, ‘Tioga county, and on weck 





1g ays have lectured at various places within 









shurdighe bounds of my circuit. In the different 
, ont purches of which I have had the charge, the 
yreamm—ord’s supper has been administered to about 









































gulamixty-six persons, and the ordinance of bap- 
hen @fism to twenty children, and two adults. I 
embagpave also performed four marriages, and at- 
has tended sixteen funerals. 









he bi, “ The more I travel over the missionary 
remem ‘ind, in the western section of this exten- 
, in diocese, the better am I persuaded that 
ous @b* nost important benelits will result to the 
hook ‘ch, if a competent number of Jabourers 
ssist be furnished for that portion of God's 
lousn yard.” 

e mi ‘he reverend Amos Pardee, formerly of 




























of ssachusetts, and now a missionary at 

dis nlius, Onondaga county, and parts adja- 
ed, 1 it, speaks thus of his labours: ** At James- 
hou@mille I have, since December last, officiated 


, | halevery fourth Sunday; and, on more than 
s of @palf of the semaining Sundays, have there held 
part third service; and on other days have 


here, as well as in the village of Manlius, 
ften visited the people of the congregation 
om house to house. Where, a short tine 
ince, only one episcopal family resided, there 
respectable congregation has now been col- 
cled, and a number of persons of the first re- 


the 
wice 
ce t 
aumil 
ous ¢ 


Ly 

Ar pectability, of information, of weaith, and of 
satedamyfluence, have, from principle, attached them- 
dutygpelves to the church; many prayer books are 
admammere seen in use; the responses are made 
js. QBeith much propriety and solemnity, and the 
at S@pongregation of worshippers are not only in- 


easing in numbers, but also are apparently 
owing in grace and in the knowledge of 


s. © 
miss 
pent 


call “ In the church in Manlius village, 1 have 


Sund@@plliciated.on three fourths of the Sundays 
2, wigapuring the year past, on thanksgiving day, 
nd a@ebristmas, and Good Friday, and on funeral 








casions; and, during the summer past, 
ave often called up the children and youth 
or instruction in the catechisms. 

‘* The church in this place has had many 


spiril 
ide 
anc 
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difficulties to encounter, but a number of ad- 
ditions have been made to the church, and the 
latter part of the present year has, in a reli- 
gious point of view, exhibited better pros- 
pects than have been since 1 have been in 
this place. A steady perseverance only can 
prove successful. The number of communi- 
cants has increased to seventy-four. The 
baptisms have been four adults, and the whole 
number eighteen. ‘The burials have been 
sevens 

*¢ At Lenox parish, in addition to the three 
Sundays already mentioned, on one Sunday, 
after two services in Manlius, 1 have there 
held a third, preached, and administered 
the Lord’s supper, and a number of times 
have preached there on week days. 

** The church meet on every Lord’s day, 
read prayers and approved sermons ;*and a 
pious young Jayman, who has been there 
until lately, has taught the children the 
church catechism, the explanation and en- 
Jargement, and has taught the youth the ca- 
techism on confirmation, which has been 
attended with good effects, and some addi- 
tions have been made to the communion. 

‘*Iiaving arranged their pecuniary con- 
cerns, and always having had the disposition, 
they now find themselves able to afford some 
suppoit, as formerly, to a minisier.”” 

We cannot close these extracts without 
subjoining the following remarks of the bish- 
op, on the value of missionary labours, which 
occur in his address to the convention, and 
which we thought proper to reserve for this 
place. ‘They well deserve the attention of 
the friends of the church in every part of our 
country. ‘*In thus recording,” says the 
bishop, ** the advancement of our church, I 
would beseech you to bear in mind, that but 
for missionary labours, I should not have had 
the gratification of witnessing, nor you of 
hearing, these animating events. Our church, 
in almost every instance, has arisen in the 
new settlements from the smallest beginnings. 
A few churchmen, adhering with a zeal which 
no depression could extinguish, and no diffi- 
culties daunt, to the faith, the ministry, and 
the worship of that church which, as that 
fold of their Redeemer in which they are to 
be nurtured for heaven, engrossed their warm- 
est affections, communicated, by conversa~ 
tion, and especially by regular meeting for 
worship, a portion of their zeal to others; and 
thus their small assembly, gradually aug- 
menting, and cherished by the occasional 
visits of a missionary, rose at last to a con- 
gregation, which, by extraordinary exertions, 
erected an edifice for worship. This is the 
history of the rise of our church, in almost all 
those many cases in which we see her ex- 
hibiting the standard of apostolick truth, and 
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primitive order, in those new settlements of 
our state, where abound nearly all the variety 
of sects into which Christians are unhappily 
divided. And, brethren of the clergy and 
laity, let me impress deeply upon you, that 
this might be the history of the rise of our 
church in innumerable more cases, could we 
extend the sphere of missionary exertions. 
But our means are inadequate, even to the 
siender stipend of our present missionaries, 
whose scanty support is principally furnished 
by the free, but onerous contributions of 
those who have to contend with the embar- 
rassments and difficulties attending the set- 
tlement of a new country. Could every in- 
dividual of our church feel as I have felt, 
when compelled to damp every hope, urged 
by the most affecting intreaties, of receiving 
even the occasional supply of missionary ser- 
vices, the means of furnishing them would be 
“ amply afforded. And I know not how these 
means are to be supplied, and how our church 
is to be kept from a retrograde, instead of a 
progressive course, unless you, brethren of 
the clergy and laity, in addition to your per- 
sonal exertions, will impress on others the 
duty and the policy of appropriating their 
bounty to their owa church, while she thus 
needs it all, and of resisting that popular and 
well meant, but injudicious and contagious 
zeal, which, dispersing its gifts towards ob- 
jects of uncertain benefit to all men, neglects 
the immediate sphere of ohvious good, and 
leaves some of its own household to perish.” 
* Let us do good unto ail men,” says the 
apostle, ** especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith.” Gal. vi. 10. Cha- 
rity should begin at home, though it should 
not end there ; and if it be the duty of every 
mman to provide * specially for those of his 
own house,” surely it is the duty of Chris- 
tians to provide specially for the wants of 
their own church. 

The trustees of the fuad for the support of 
the episcopate, in the diocese of New York, 
reported, that the amount of that fund is now 
$ 23,756 20. This sum has been formed in 
the course, we believe, of not more than twen- 
ty-four years, by annual collections in the 
churches, and the accumulation of interest ; 
and exhibits evidence of how much may be 
done, by perseverance, in the collection of 
small sums. ‘Till the annual profits of the 
fund, thus raised and managed, become suf- 
ficient to support the bishop without a pa- 
rochial cure, he relies for support upon the 
funds of Trinity church. 4n addition to his 
income, as rector of that church, which is 
very ample, he receives fifteen hundred dol- 
Jars per annum as bishop. By the second 
canon, passed at this convention, altering and 
‘yepealing the second canon of 1796, it is pro- 
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vided, that “* There shall be, annually, 

every church and chapel in this diocese, 
sermon preached on the rights «and dutig 
which are peculiarly episcopal, in which th 
minister shall lay before his congregation fj 
dignity and usefulness of the office of a bis 
op, and the necessity of supporting it | 
their voluntary contributions ; which Serms 
shall be followed by a collection, in aid 
the episcopal fund, raised in this dioce 

agreeably to the second canon of 1796; 
amount of which collection shall be report 
to the next succeeding stated convention 

the diocese, and entered on the journal of { 
same.” 

A canon was also passed concerning { 
missionary fund, making it lawful to dispe 
with an annual sermon and collection, provi 
ed that a missionary society be formed in 
congregation for annual contributions, or 
subscriptions or donations be otherwise rais 
among them. The canon further provid 
that ** The amount of all contributions, | 
any congregation, in aid of the missions 
this church, shall be reported to the next s 
ceeling stated convention, and entered 
its journal.” 

A third canon was passed, providing fo 
diocesan fund, to defray the necessary ¢ 
penses of the convention, and particulaf 
the expenses of those of the clergy who m 
have to travel a considerable distance tof 
place of meeting of the convention. 
canon recommends that every congregati 
pay annually, not less than one and ak 
per cent on the amount of the clergym 
salary, and that no clergyman shall be es 
tied to any part of this sum, unless his pan 
complies with this recommendation. - The 
is an obvious propricty in this arrangeme 
which will Jead, probably, to the adoption 
a similar measure in every diocese ; we can 
help remarking, however, that a canon me 
ly recommendatory seems not to be stri 
accurate. A canon should be imperatiy 
a recommendation is not. A recommen? 
tion shegld be entered on the journals in f 
shape of a resolution of the convention. 

The standing committee of the diocese 
the reverend William Horris, p. p. the re 
rend Thomas Lyell, the reverend Willi 
Berrian, the reverend Henry U. Onderdor 
M. D. of the clergy; and Richard Harris 
William Ogden, Nicholas Fish, and Hen 
Rogers, esquires, of the laity. 


The committee of the protestant episcom™y * 


church, for propagating the gospel in t 
state of New-York, of which the bishop 
ex officio, chairman, are the reverend Mes: 
Lyell, Henry J. Feltus, John M‘Vickh 
of the clergy; and Dr. John Onderdot 
Thomas L, Ogden, esquire, and Hubert V 
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Vagenen, of the laity. ‘Phe bishop appointed 

in clergymen to supply vacant parishes 

pt usually visited by missionaries; after 

ich the convention adjourned, The time 

meeting will, in future, be the second Tues- 
y in May. 


Theological Seminary. 
Eliakim Warren, esquire, of Troy, New 
ork, has presented two thousand dollars to 
und a scholarship in the theological semi- 
of the protestant episcopal church in 
e United States. 


Fast Day in Easter Week. 

We are sorry to see that the governour of 
estate of Vermont has appointed Wep- 
SpAY IN EASTER WEEK, (April 10,) 
a day of publick humiliation, fasting, 
d prayer. ‘That week in which the Chris- 
a church, throughout the world, annually 
ebrates the resurrection of her Lord, with 
gs of joy and holy gladness; that week 
hich, from the days of the apostles, has 
en every where considered as the highest 
tival, the jubilee of the church, because 
the resurrection of our Saviour depend 
our hopes ;—that week is selected by the 
wernour of Vermont as a proper period 
a fast! Wedo think that, in a coun. 
which professes to regard the religious 
ts of all classes of the community, some 
attention should be paid to the feelings 
episcopalians. In Massachusetts, the gov- 
hour has appointed the Thursday in pas- 
n week, (April 4,) as a fast day. ‘This 
well; but why might he not as well have 


Bpointed the next day, (Good*Friday,) in 


sideration of its being observed, all the 
rid over, as a day of solemn fasting, hu- 
jation, and prayer, for those sins which 
used our blessed Lord to be nailed to 
accursed tree? Since the time of the 
e governour Trumbull, it has become the 
aniable practice in Connecticut, to ap- 
nt the annual state fast upon Good 
day, and we sce no reason why the 
ne practice should not be extended to 
the New England states. It is hoped 
t no feelings of hostility towards the 

opal church will operate to prevent so 
all a concession to the convenience and 
nfort of its members; a concession which 
detract nothing from the privileges of 
er denominations, and will more effectu- 
y secure the proper solemnity of our wor- 


ips 


t the annual meeting of the cormvention of 
protestant episcopal church in South 
olina, held in Charleston, from the thir- 
nth to the sixteenth of February last, the 
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bishop in his address was pleased to make 
the following honourable mention of the Gos- 
pel Advocate. 

** Permit me to avail myself of this op- 
portunity: of addressing myself generally to 
those, to whom, in the diocesan capacity, 
I stand related, to recominend to their adop- 
tion, some means of having religious intelli- 
gerice, and other matter proper to a reli- 
gious. periodical publication, conveyed to 
them in some work of this description, pro- 
ceeding on the principles of their own persua- 
sion, and conformable to their own religious 
views and feelings. There is always much, 


relating to the interests and. operations of 


our Own communion, which we cannot ex- 
pect to find, except in works of this sort, 
conducted under the hands of members of 
our own household of faith. That some such 
publication, locally adapted, should be set on 
foot in this city, is much to be desired. In 
the hope that such a task, justly, inits right 
execution, considered an arduous one, will 
ere long be undertaken, I feel it to be cop- 
sistent with my duty to mention, as, in the 
mean time, worthy of your encouragement 
and use, the Gospel Advocate, edited tn a 
spirit of evangelical piety, and with great 
ability, at Boston, and the Christian Journal, 
edited at New York. This last must be- 
come more and more interesting and useful, 
in consequence of its being published amidst 
the faculty and students of our seminary.” 

This part of the bishop’s address was re- 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of the 
reverend Alston Gibbes, Robert J... Turnbull, 
and the reverend Dr. Dalcho, who reported 
as follows: 

** The reverend Mr. Gibbes, from the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the considera- 
tion of that part of the bishop’s address, 
which relates to the establishment of a peri- 
odical religious paper, under the auspices of 
the protestant episcopal church in this state, 
made the following report : 

** That they do not deem it practicable, or 
expedient, at the present time, to effect the 
object recommended; and that it appears to 
them, the chief purposes of utility, designed 
to be answered by the establishment of such 
a paper as is proposed, may be obtained 
through the medium of journals of a similar 
character, already published, in different 
parts of the United States ; and they, there- 
fore, respectfully offer the following resolu- 
tion : 

“ Resolved, That it be recommended to 
the members of this convention, and of the 
episcopal church in this state, to extend their 
patronage and support to the Gospel Advo- 
cate, published monthly in Beston, and the 
Christian Journal, published monthly in New 
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York; af the rate of two dollars each, per 
annum, and to make those journals the vebi- 
cle of any communications they may deem it 
advisable to make, relative to the concerns 
of the episcopal church in this state, or the 
United States, or the interests of religion in 
general.” 

“ The report of the committee on the 
establishment of a periodical religious paper, 
was then taken imto consideration. No 
amendments being offered, the report was, 
on motion, agreed to,” 

The conductors of the Gospel Advocate 
may: be permitted, they trust, to express the 
pleasureithey have derived from this honour- 
able mention of their labours, and their ac- 
knowledgments for the prospect of increas- 
ing patronage, which the resolution of the 
convention of Soutl: Carolina holds "out to 
‘them, Next to the consciousness of pure in- 
tentions is the satisfaction resulting from the 
Spontaneous offering of such approbatioa, 


The following interesting account of a visit 
to the missionary stations at Elliot and Brai- 
werd, extracted from the Missionary Regis- 
tes tor December last, was given by, Mr. 
Hodgson, a respectable merchant of Liver- 
pool, who travelled through this country in 
1820, and visited those stations in May and 
June of that year. We regret that we have 
not room to give further extracts from Mr. 


Hodgson’s journal of his tour among the In- 
dians. 


* Choctaw Indians. 

“ In the morning of the third Gay after leay- 
ing Natchez, Mr. Hodgson entered the Choc- 
taw nation. He proceeded on what is called 
the * Natchiez? or ‘ Kentucky Train ;’ that 
is, the road by which the inhabitants of Ken- 
tucky or Tennessee return home from Nat- 
chez through the wilderness, when they have 
broken up tHe rude boats in which the pro- 
duce of the western country is conveyed 
down the Mississippi. ‘ Stands,’ as they 
are called, or houses of entertainment, are 
placed at the distance of thirty or forty miles 
from one another, throughout the nation. 

“* While resting at one of these places, on 
the first Sunday after he had entered the ua- 
tion, Mr. Hodgson says— 

‘¢ We were visited by many Indians, some 
of whom were rather tmportanate for whis- 
key or tobacco. Ip the woods, about halfa 
mile distant, fifty or sixty were collected to 
revenge the death of a woman, who had 
been murdered a few days before as a 
witch; but matters appeared likely to be 
compromised without bloodshed: we after- 
wards saw, however, by the newspapers, 
that the dispute termimated in a bloody con- 


fict. ' 


“* Toward evening, tem or twelve travel 
dropped in—a noisy set. We all slep 
bear-skins on the floor. Our host told 
that there were not five nights in a yea 
which some travellers did not sleep t| 
and that seventy or eighty occasionally c 
inaday. He removed from North Car 
about nine years ago, and has acquired ¢ 
siderable property. 

“* Set off early en the 15th of May; 
finding that at the cabin where we purpx 
to stop, they no longer received trave 
we had to go twenty-five miles to break 
Here we got some coffee in an Indian} 
where the inhabitants could not speak 
lish, 

**Ag soon as it appeared to be twe 
o’clock by the sun, three of the Indian 
men covered themselves with blankets, 
approached a little spot in the garden, 
closed by six upright poles, on the high 
of which were suspended several chaplet 
vine leaves and tendrils ; here they either 
or kneeled (the blankets prevented our 
ing which) for about twenty minutes, utte 
a iow monotonous wailing This mo 
ceremony they repeat, at sunrise, noon, 
sunset, for ninety days, or three moons, 
the Egyptians mourned for Jacob three s 
and ten days. I have since been inform 
by a very intelligent Indian, that the pe 
of mourning is sometimes extended to fo 
five moons, if the individual be deeply 
gretted, or-of eminent rank; and that 
occasionally determined by the time o¢ 
pied in killing the deer and other animak 
cessary for the great feast which is o 
given at tke pulling up of the poles. 

“* At the celebrated ceremony of the ‘j 
pulling,’ the family conr<xions assemble 
a great distance ; and,,when they are 
ticular in observing the ancient customs, t 
spend two or three days and nights in sok 
preparation and previous rites. They 
all endeavour to take hold of some pari 
the poles, which they pluck up and th 
behind them without Jooking, moving b 
ward toward the east. They then feast 
gether, and disperse to their several he 
It was impossible to hear this simple 
without thinking of the account in Ga 
1, 1I—14. 

*¢ Till within ten or fifteen years, the 0 
taws generally killed the favourite hors 
dogs of the deceased, and buried them, 
his gun and hatchet, in his grave. 
still sometimes bury the gun; but it js 
frequently stolen: and they now sal 
themselves with belicying that the spin 
the horses and dogs will rejein that of ¢ 
master at their deathe The settlemen! 
white people among them, and,czcasional 
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marriages, have undermined many of en great interest in it, was preparing to-give 


ir customs. The Ohoctaws formerly 
sflolded their dead, in a house appropriated 
the purpose, in their er gy towns; and 
these houses, the varidus families were 
ot distinct. Sometime, they bury them in 
ir dwellings, like the ancient Egyptians. 
+ Mr. Hodgson left the Kentucky trace, 
th the intention of visitng the missionary 
tlement, among the Choctaws, at Elliot, 
out sixty miles from the road. Of this 
it he gives tbe following narrative :— 
“Our course was through the woods, 
png a blazed path about a foot broad ; and, 
it was necessary to procure a guide, our 
st rode with us till he had engaged an In- 
an, who, for a dollar attended us twenty- 
e miles on /his little horse. At night we 
ached the cabin of a half-breed, who took 
in. We found him setting a trap fora 
pif, which had attempted, a few hours be- 
e, to carry off a pig in sight of the family. 
“In the course of the evening, one of the 
sionary brethren arrived from Elhot, for 
me cattle, which were ranging in the 
pods : he promised us a hearty weicome at 
p establishment. 
“The following day we set off early, our 
ends having procured us an Indian to take 
the first twelve miles : he could not speak 
lish ; but, having received his quarter of 


dollar, and parted from us at the appoint- 
place, he returned to draw our track in 
sand, pointing out all the forks and little 


oss paths, and agaia ieft us. Afler pro- 
ding about a mile, where we were a little 
bharrassed, we were surprised to find him 
ain at our side, making motions to direct our 
ite. Again we shook bands and parted: but 
ing again puzzled by a diverging path, half a 
distant, we looked round almost instinc- 
ely, and there was our faithful fellow still 
atching our steps: be then came up and 
us right—made signs that our road now 
y in the direction of the sun—and then 
ally disappeared ; leaving us much affected 
his disinterested solicitude. 
“We had a delightful ride along our in- 
in path, through a forest of fine oaks ; 
hich, within ten or twelve miles of Yaloo 
isha, was occasionally interspersed with 
ball natural prairies, and assumed the ap- 
arance of an Euglish park. I felt as it I 
s approaching consecrated ground; and 
confidence which I had in the kindness 
those on whom I was going to mtrude my- 
f (Christian kindness is not capricious) re- 
ved me from any awkwardness about. my 
eption. If I had felt any, it would soon 
ve been dismissed by the simple hospitality 
the missionaries. 
‘Soon after my arrival, we proceeded to 
€ school, just as a half-breed, who has tak- 


the children ‘a talk,’ previous to returning 
home, sixty miles distant. He is a very in- 
fluential chief, and a man of comprehensive 
views : he first translated, into Choctaw, a 
letter to the children, from some benevolent 
friends in the north, who had sent it with a 
present of a box of clothes: he then gave 
them a long address in Choctaw. When he 
took leave, he shook hands with me—said © 
he was glad to hear that the white people in 
England were interested in the welfare of 
their red brethren—that the Choctaws were 
sensible of their want of instruction, and that 
their teachers weye pleased to say that they 
were not-incapable of it—that they were 
grateful for what had been done; and were 
aware that it was their duty to co-operate, 
to the utmost of their ability, with those who 
were exerting themselves on their behalf. 

As soon as school was over, the boys : 
paired to their agricultural Aabours ; th 
instructer working with them, and comn 
nicating information in the most affection: 
manner: the girls proceeded to their sew 
and domestick employments, under the r 
sionary sisters. They were afterwardsat | 
erty, till the supper bell rang; when we all 
down together to bread and milk, and vari 
preparations of Indian corn; the missi 
aries presiding at the different tables, < 
confining themselves, as is their custom 
cept in case of sickness, to precisely the sa 
food as the scholars. After supper, a ch: 
ter in the bible was read, with Scotts pr 
tical observations. This was followed 
singing and prayer; and then all retirec 
their little rooms, in their log cabins. 

“‘In the morning, at day-light, the b 
were at their agriculture, and the girls 
their domestick employments. About se 
o’clock, we assembied for reading, singi 
and prayer ; and soon afterward for bre 
fast. After an interval for play, the scl 
opened with prayer and singing, a cliapte 
the bible, and examination on the subjec 
the chapter of the preceding day. ‘% 
children then proceeded to reading, writing, 
accounts, and English grammar, on a modi- 
fication of the British system. The instruc- 
ters say that they never knew white children 
learn with so much facility; and the speci- 
mens of writing exhibited unequivocal proofs 
of rapid progress. Many spoke English very 
well. 

** Toward evening I was gratified by the 
arrival of the reverend Cyrus Kingsbury, who 
has the general. superintendence of the mis- 
sion. He had been determining the direc- 
tion of a path, to be blazed to another set- 
tlement, on the Tombigbee river, in Ala- 
bama; and although he had slept in the 
woods in heavy rain the preceding night, he 








sat up in my room till after midnight, and the 
following morning rode with us seven miles, to 
see us safe across the Yaloo Busha. 

*“* The immediate object of the settlement 
of Elliot (called by the Indians Yaloo Busha, 
from its proximity to a little river of that name 
which falls into the Yazoo) is the religious 
instruction of the Indians. The missionaries 
are, however, aware, that this must necessa- 
rily be preceded or accompanied by their 
civilization ; and that mere preaching to the 
adult Indians, though partially beneficial to 
fh- oresent generation, would not probably 

ttended with any general or permanent 
itts.. While, therefore, the religious in- 
oats of the children are the objects nearest 

‘neir hearts, they are anxious to put them 

“ossession of those qualifications, which 

‘secure to them an important influence in 
“councils of their nation, and enable them 
gtaduaily to induce their roaming brethrent o 
abandon theif erratick habits for the occupa- 
tions of civilized life. The general feelings of 
the nation, at this moment, are most auspi- 
cious to their undertaking. For the reasons 
which I assigned when speaking of ihe Creeks, 
the community at large is most solicitous for 
civilization. In this they have made some 
progress ; many of them growing cotton, and 
spinning aud weaving it into coarse clothing. 

*¢ Of the three districts or towns into which 
its fifteen or twenty thousand souls are divid- 
ed, one has appropriated to the use of schools, 
its annuity for seventeen years, of two thou- 
sand dollars per annum, received froim the 
United States for ceded lands; another, its 
annuity of one thousand dollars per annum, 
with the prospect of one thousand more: and 
one has requested the United States, not only 
te forbid the introduction of ammunition into 
the nation, that the hunter may be compelled 
to work ; but to send their annuity in imple- 
ments of husbandry. At a recent general 
council of the chiefs, thirteen hundred dollars 
in money, and upwards of eighty cows and 
and calves, were subscribed for the use of 
schools, and. the total contribution of the 
Choctaws to this object exceeds seventy 
thousand dollars. 

“‘ Here is noble encouragement for active 


benevolence ! and the industry, judgment, - 


and piety, of the seven or eight brethren 
and sisters at Elijjot seem to qualify them, in 
a peculiar manner, for their responsible office. 
They have ail distinct departments—the 
the reverend Mr. Kingsbury being the super- 
intendent ; another brother, the physician 
and steward ; another, the instructer of the 
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children ; another, the manager of the farm. 
the females also have separate and defini 
duties. At present, they are overworked ; 
and the reverend Mr. Kingsbury greatly re. 
gretted that so nmch of his attention wa 
necessaril engrossed by his secular concerns, 
But, coming into a wilderness, in which the 
first tree was felled but about eighteey 
months since, theythave had something to do, 
to erect ten or eleven little log buildings, tp 
bring into cultivation forty or fifty acres of 
woodland, and to raise upward of two hu. 
dred head of cattle. A deep sense, however, 
of the importance of their object, and an w- 
faultering confidence in God’s blessing o 
their exertions, have supported them under 
the difficulties of an infant settlement ; and 
under the still severer trials of a final separa. 
tion from the circle of their dearest friends, and 
a total renunciation of every worldly pursuit, 
(To be continued.) 





FOREIGN. 

From the Missionary Register for November, 
Extract of a letter from the reverend He. 
ry Davies to the church missionary s 
ciety, dated Bombay, June 2, 1821. 

“ eath of Mr. Newell. 

‘Among the losses which we have met with, 
you will be sorry to hear of that of Mr. New. 
ell, one of the American missionaries. fe 
was attacked about ten o’clock, on th 
morning of Wednesday last, the 50th of May, 
and died about six in the evening. The 
usual symptoms of violent vomitir:; and diar 
rhoea came on, attended with spasms ; andit 
pleased God, in the course of a very fer 
hours, to release this faithful servant, to take 
him from his abode on earth to his abode is 
heaven. He is gone!—but, being dead, le 
yet speaketh to us, for he has left this test. 
mony—that he loved, and feared, and glo 
rified God in this his day and generation. 

* We knew much of him; and found hims 
meek, and humble, and affectionate followe 
of Christ. Surely we may say of him, the 
day of his death was better for him than the 
day of his birth! Here he had no rest; but 
now he has entered into peace, and into the 
enjoyment of that eternal rest that remaineth 
for the people of God 

* The day fortnight before his death, be 
passed a large portion of it with us, with bis 
wife and child.; and appeared in excellet! 
spirits, Wé had much comfort in _prayet 
with him, in the evening ; and parted littl 
thinking that we should see his face no more." 


———_—-- 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


*‘ Plain Remarks, by a Parish Minister ;? communications from S.; M. ; and B. ; and§ 


‘“‘ Hymn for Epiphany ;” are reoeived, and will he inserted. 









